
  

The Presbyterian Church, 123 West Hill Street, Wabash, IN  46992-3049 
www.wabashpresbyterian.com | office@wabashpresbyterian.com | 260-563-8881  

 “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3, NIV) 
 
When I was in my mid-twenties, freshly graduated 
from college and beginning my seminary training in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, I met Frank. Or, I should say Frank 
met me. Myers-Briggs will tell you that I’m not 
typically the type to strike up a conversation with a 
perfect stranger, so Frank did it for me. Frank was a 
stately looking gentleman in his 70s who audited a 
course at the seminary every semester. As he put it, 
he “thought I looked interesting and wanted to get to 
know me.”  
 
From that point on, Frank and I met for coffee or lunch 
about once a month for nearly two years. But what 
astonished me was simply how much he wanted to 
know about me. There was no agenda, no motive in 
our meeting; here was a man old enough to be my 
grandfather who simply wanted to share a spiritual 
friendship. He asked me what I thought and where I 
felt the presence of God working in my life. I ought to 
have had those answers ready and waiting, but truth 
be told—I hadn’t had to answer them all that often, 
especially not with such vulnerability and intimacy.  
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Could it be that this guy really just wanted to know me 
and what my thoughts were? And why was this such a 
foreign feeling? 
 
One of the most beloved books of our Christian faith is 
one by the Catholic Monk Brother Lawrence, entitled 
Practicing the Presence of God. He understood that God 
was present in the cooking of meals and in the washing 
of pots; a presence no less powerful than in the chants 
and prayers of the chapel. 
 
Recently, I came across another title: Practicing the 
Presence of People by Mike Mason. The content looks 
good, but more than anything else I’m gripped by the 
title. I’m intrigued by the idea that being with others, 
being in relationship, is something that needs to be 
practiced. The subtitle of the book captures it simply: 
“how we learn to love.” 
 
The very notion of practice suggests a behavior or a skill 
set that does not come to us instinctively. Practice 
means engaging in a repeated action until the action 
becomes a habit. It means concentrating on a behavior 
until the behavior occurs without thought. 
 
Practice is something that I am very comfortable with in 
the realm of physical skill or sport. I know that unless I 
spend time out on the driving range or on the putting 
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Birthdays:    
 1 – Pat Plummer 
 6 – Sue Henderson 
 8 – Lola Glazier 
11 – Lois Smith 
15 – Barb Maggart 
20 – Mary Jane Garrison 
23 – Caroline Divine 
24 – Bob Yaggi 
27 – Steven Foust 
31 – Sharon Beauchamp 
 
Anniversaries: 
 3 – Jim & Shari Kaltenmark 
14 – Bill & Linda Gabel 
18 – Richard & Kelli Halderman 

 

 

A Picture of Jesus (cont.) 

green, I will not shoot the scores my ego tells me I’m capable of. 
Repetition is key. Author Malcolm Gladwell shared that he figures it 
takes 10,000 hours to master something. Sometimes practicing is 
easy, and sometimes it is downright aggravating.  
 
But without seeing the title to Mason’s book, I don’t know that I 
would have connected practice with people and relationships in 
Christian Community. But then I thought of Frank. Could it be that 
he nurtured a relationship with a twenty-something like me 
because, at least in part, he was practicing the skill of relationship? 
And was he teaching that skill to me?  
 
Among the many virtues of the kingdom are Trust, Accountability, 
Laughter, and Forgiveness. Where are the places where those can 
get practiced in the relationships in your life?  
 
Your Pastor, 
Jonathan Paul Cornell 
  
 Pastor Jonathan 
 
Office hours: 8:30am-12:30pm, Tues-Fri 
    and afternoons by appointment 
 
Email: jonathan@wbashpresbyterian.com  

 

Sticky Faith | Dr. Kara Powell &  
Dr. Chap Clark 

 

Nearly every Christian parent in 

America would give anything to 

find a viable resource for 

developing within their kids a 

deep, dynamic faith that “sticks” 

long term. Based on Fuller Youth 

Institute findings, this easy-to- 

read guide presents both a compelling rationale 

and a powerful strategy to show parents how to 

actively encourage their children’s spiritual growth 

so that it will stick to them into adulthood and 

empower them to develop a living, lasting faith. 

 
 

Recommended Reading 
The Art of Forgiveness | Lewis B. Smedes 

 

If you are ready to make peace 

with those who have hurt or 

betrayed you, there can be no 

finer road map than this 

thoroughly practical book. Lewis 

Smedes brings true forgiveness, 

“God’s own gift,” within the  

capacity of every wounded person, even in 

circumstances when only hate seems possible. 

With inspiring words, he leads you through the 

three stages of forgiveness and helps you 

understand: why we forgive (often the person who 

benefits most is the forgiver), what we do when 

we forgive (perhaps not what we expect), whom 

we forgive (only those who directly wrong us), and 

how we forgive (we start by owning our pain). 
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September 13th-14th, 11am to 11am 
 
Relay for Life raises money for cancer research and supports programs that 
help people receiving cancer treatment. Last year, we had 19 teams (over 
300 people) and raised $40,000. Sixty-nine survivors walked and over 250 
luminarias graced the track. Let’s make this year even better! 
 

Luminarias 

Luminarias are what make the Relay such a beautiful way to honor those 
who have been challenged by cancer and won, and remember those who 
lost their battle with cancer. Our team will be in charge of the luminarias. 
We’ll use canned goods and LED lights in the bags, with the canned goods 
being donated to FISH afterward. Volunteer sign-up sheets, luminaria 
forms, and bags will be made available in the Fellowship Hall closer to the 
event.  
 

Downtown Promotion 

We are selling Relay for Life banners for $100 to be displayed in the 
downtown area. The Presbyterian Women’s Group has donated to this 
campaign so be sure to look for our banner. Our church will also be 
decorating the Miami Street windows of Charlie Creek Inn with a Relay for 
Life theme. Our windows need to be completed by August 17th. Please feel 
free to give creative input and to help with this. 
 

Sack Lunch Sunday 

The Sack Lunch fundraiser will take place Sunday, August 18th. Sandwich 
menus will appear in the bulletin in August. 
 
Contact: Jennifer Shira at mjshira@hotmail.com 
 
 

 

The Good of 

the City 

Faithful gospel mission in an 

urbanized world is not 

something that you can do 

on paper. Much like exiled 

Israel, we are called to “seek 

the welfare of the city” in 

which God has placed us. 

We must “pray to the LORD 

on its behalf, for in its 

welfare you will find your 

welfare” (Jer. 29:7). In other 

words, we need to engage 

the life of our cities. 

 

For exiled Israel, this 

included the basic cultural 

work of homebuilding, 

garden planting, harvesting, 

marrying, and childrearing 

(Jer. 29:5–6). Our cities must 

be places where we set 

down our roots and seek out 

relationships with our 

neighbors for the good of the 

city. 

 

How can we engage life in 

the city of Wabash?  

 

How can we seek the 

good of this city? 

Engage the City 

 

Relay for Life 

An excerpt from Stephen 
Um’s blog post “How to be 
on Mission in the City” 
 

 

 

 

Jeremiah 29:7 (ESV) 

But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 

and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find 

your welfare. 
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July Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
Independence 

Day! – Office 
Closed 

 
 
 
 
 

5 
Study at 
Modoc’s 

(noon) 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
Worship 

(10am) 

8 
 

9 
ROMEO 

(12:30pm @ 
Ugalde’s) 

 

10 
 

11 
Neighborhood 

Walk (5pm) 
 

Buildings & 
Grounds Team 

(7pm) 
 
 

12 
Study at 
Modoc’s 

(noon) 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
Worship 

(10am) 

15 
 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18 
Neighborhood 

Walk (5pm) 
 

Session (7pm) 
 
 
 
 

19 
Study at 
Modoc’s 

(noon) 
 
 

20 
 

21 
Worship 

(10am) 
 

TinCaps Game 
(carpool at 

1:30pm) 

22 
Helping Hands 

(2-7pm) 

23 
 

24 25 
Neighborhood 

Walk (5pm) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
Study at 
Modoc’s 

(noon) 
 

27 

28 
Worship 

(10am) 
 
 
 
 
 

29 30 31    

  

 

 Photo credits: God Bless America by Matt Gruber 
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Announcements & Upcoming Events 

Loose Offering 

The Loose Offering that is collected on July 7th will be 

donated to The Arc, a private, non-profit organization 

that provides programs, services, and supports for 

individuals with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities. Please prayerfully consider how God might 

be calling you to give.  

Preschool Registration 

We are currently taking registrations for the fall 

classes. Please spread the word to your friends and 

families. Students must be 3 by August 1st for the 3-

year-old class and 4 by August 1st for the Pre-K class. 

Parents can register their children online at 

wabashpresbyterian.com or contact the church office. 

 

 

 

TinCaps Game 

On Sunday, July 21st, WPC will be heading up to the 

Fort Wayne TinCaps game. Game time is 3:05pm and 

tickets are $8 per person. Carpooling is available from 

the church parking lot at 1:30pm. 

Contact: Pastor Jonathan  

 

Historical Society Tour 

The Presbyterian Women’s Group invites everyone 

(including guys!) to join them on the Historical 

Society’s Gene Stratton Porter trip on Saturday, August 

3rd. Cost is $35/person. More information is available 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Church Directory 

New church directories are available in the Fellowship 

Hall. One per household, please. If you need 

additional copies, let Kari know and she can run a 

black and white copy for you. 

 

Financial Report 

               May      Total 2013 

Income:            $9,977     $ 66,246 

Expenses:          15,237         84,660 

Balance:          - $ 5,260     -$18,414 

God’s tithe and our offering support the ministry 

programs and outreach ministry of our congregation. 

May your faith lead your giving. 

Feed Our Community  

You are always encouraged bring canned/dry goods for 

the FISH food pantry and drop them off in any of the 

boxes throughout the church. This month, we are 

collecting condiments and cake & brownie mixes. 

Office Closed 

The office will be closed on Thursday, July 4th in 

celebration of Independence Day. It will also be closed 

Thursday-Friday, August 8th-9th, as we will be attending 

a leadership conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 6 

 Every Story Whispers His Name 

 

Now, some people think the Bible is a 

book of rules, telling you what you 

should and shouldn’t do. The Bible 

certainly does have some rules in it. 

They show you how life works best. 

But the Bible isn’t mainly about you 

and what you should be doing. It’s 

about God and what he has done. 

 

Other people think the Bible is a book of heroes, showing you people 

you should copy. The Bible does have some heroes in it, but (as you’ll 

soon find out) most of the people in the Bible aren’t heroes at all. They 

make some big mistakes (sometimes on purpose), they get afraid and 

run away. At times, they’re downright mean. 

 

No, the Bible isn’t a book of rules, or a book of heroes. The Bible is most of all a story. It’s an adventure story 

about a young Hero who comes from a far country to win back his lost treasure. It’s a love story about a brave 

Prince who leaves his palace, his throne – everything – to rescue the ones he loves. It’s like the most wonderful 

of fairy tales that has come true in real life! 

 

It takes the whole Bible to tell this story. And at the center of the story, there is a baby. Every story in the Bible 

whispers his name. He is like the missing piece in the puzzle – the piece that makes all the other pieces fit 

together, and suddenly you can see a beautiful picture. 

 

 

 

      

 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV) 

All Scripture is breathed out 

by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training 

in righteousness, that the 

man of God may be 

competent, equipped for 

every good work. 

 

 

Prayer List 
 

Kevin Gearhart 
Lois Smith 
Gary C. 
Gary H. 
Desi Sturgeon 

 
“Give all your worries and cares 
to God, for he cares about you.” 
                          1 Peter 5:7 (NLT) 
 

Julie Holderman 
John Hughes 
Lou Ann Shoemaker 
Ruth Maxwell 
Ron & Faith Rider 
Peter Boone 
Joe Waggoner 
Jack Francis 
Bill Skeans 
Mary Henderson 
Amy Turner 

Have a prayer request?  

If you have a prayer request, 
please email Jeremy Wright at 
wrightjmf@gmail.com. Please 
respect the privacy of others and 
share their concerns only with 
their permission. You can also 
email Jeremy if you’d like to 
receive the prayer list via email. 
 

By Sally Lloyd Jones, taken from the introduction to  
The Jesus Storybook Bible 
 

 



 

Page 7 

 
 

Reading the Bible is a discipline, which means it 

isn’t always fun. But we persist in studying because 

we know that it is God’s Word to us, and because 

we know that in spite of a dry spell here and there, 

God’s Word is absolutely dependable (Isa. 55:10–

11). Devoting ourselves to Bible study will pay off in 

the long run. Charles Spurgeon offers us a blunt 

reminder to not neglect this discipline: “There is 

dust enough on some of your Bibles to write 

‘damnation’ with your fingers.” If you need some 

encouragement to dust off your Bible today, 

perhaps these words from men of faith can help. 

 

1. YOU’LL NEVER RUN OUT OF THINGS TO LEARN 

FROM THE BIBLE. NO MATTER HOW MUCH YOU 

STUDY, THERE’S ALWAYS MORE TO DISCOVER. 

 

Such is the depth of the Christian Scriptures, that 

even if I were attempting to study them and 

nothing else from early boyhood to decrepit old 

age, with the utmost leisure, the most unwearied 

zeal, and talents greater than I have, I would be still 

daily making progress in discovering their treasures. 

 —Richard Baxter 

 

2. IT’S WORTHWHILE TO INVEST THE TIME TO DO 

MORE THAN A QUICK SKIM. 

 

Remember, it is not hasty reading, but serious 

meditating upon holy and heavenly truths, that 

makes them prove sweet and profitable to the soul. 

It is not the bee’s touching of the flower that 

gathers honey, but her abiding for a time upon the 

flower that draws out the sweet. It is not he that 

reads most, but he that meditates most, that will 

prove the choicest, sweetest, wisest, and strongest 

Christian. 

—Thomas Brooks 

 

By Elliot Ritzema, posted on theresurgence.com 
 

 

3. NEGLECTING BIBLE STUDY CAN AFFECT OTHER 

PARTS OF YOUR FAITH. 

 

In order to enjoy the Word, we ought to continue to 

read it, and the way to obtain a spirit of prayer, is, 

to continue praying; for the less we read the Word 

of God, the less we desire to read it, and the less we 

pray, the less we desire to pray. 

—George Müller 

 

4. KNOWING GOD’S WORD IS THE KEY TO LIVING 

OUR FAITH. 

 

The Bible applied to the heart by the Holy Ghost is 

the chief means by which men are built up and 

established in the faith, after their conversion. It is 

able to cleanse them, to sanctify them, to instruct 

them in righteousness, and to furnish them 

thoroughly for all good works. 

—J. C. Ryle 

 

“You’ll never run out  

of things to learn  

from the Bible.” 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.%2055.10%E2%80%9311
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.%2055.10%E2%80%9311
http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/0015.htm
http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/0015.htm
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Beginning once again this September, you are invited to join a journey of 
discovering life as God intended it to be lived. Groups will be forming at 
WPC to read the second book in James Bryan Smith’s Good and 
Beautiful series.  
 
In this installment, we will examine issues that can burden our lives, like 
envy, anger, gluttony, and lust. And together we will look at how God 
offers us a better and more fulfilling way in following Jesus and living 
dependent on him to give purpose in our lives. 
 
Groups will take place at the following times: 
 

 Sunday mornings at 8:45am in the Dickson Room (across from 
the office in the CE Building) 
 

 Monday mornings at 9am in the Dickson Room 
 

 Wednesday evenings at Modoc’s (time to be announced) 
 
 


