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Newton’s first law of motion states that objects in 
motion tend to stay in motion, and objects at rest tend 
to stay at rest unless acted upon by another force. It 
has come to my attention that over the last few 
months, there has been some positive transference of 
energy among individuals and groups in Wabash. And I 
am so proud to see that WPC is a part of that forward 
motion.  
 
On a large-scale level, a group from within the Wabash 
County Schools, business sector, and YMCA is getting 
ready to launch the Wabash County Promise, which is 
a widespread attempt to change the trajectories of 
our youth. Beginning very early in elementary school, 
kids will start to be oriented to the myriad options that 
are there for them after high school graduation. This 
fall, they will have a chance to participate in an event 
called “Walk Into Your Future” at Manchester College. 
The catalyst for that change is you and me, adult 
“champions” as they will be known, who are 
encouragers, confidants, and friends that will help kids 
realize their full potential.  
 
At a congregational level, we are moving forward by 
launching a brand new vehicle for Children’s Ministry, 
Godly Play. Godly Play is a relationship- and story-
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based model for teaching children the stories of the 
Bible and encouraging kids to interact with them in 
ways that make sense for their stage of development.  
 
But how and where can the motion of our church 
community fall into sync with the community around 
us? Where I believe the sea change in ministry, as well 
as community development, is taking place is through 
intergenerational relationships: people of all ages 
connecting with one another in meaningful ways that 
bless and benefit our community. Godly Play is being 
integrated, not just as an effective way to teach Bible 
stories, but as a way for us to develop language in our 
children, the language of their identity as God’s 
children—an identity we share with them and can begin 
to talk with them about, no matter what our age.  
 
In times past, the Youth Ministry ratio was 1:5 (one 
adult to every five students). What if we reversed that 
ratio and were known as a 5:1 body (five adults to every 
one student)? We already have the numbers, folks; all 
we need is a collective strategy for how we begin 
fostering this sort of environment.  
 
Here’s where I see the vision of this church falling in 
step with the motion of our surrounding community: 
Whether it is faith development, character building, or 
academic or career planning, we have the opportunity 
to develop trusting relationships with people of all ages 
that will give hope and change life trajectories.  

August  2013  

 

By Rev. Jonathan Cornell 
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Birthdays:    
 2 – David George 
 3 – Lois Jones 
 4 – Katie Baer 
 5 – Dennis Gray 
10 – Mildred Paullus 
15 – Doug Kramer 
16 – Judy Waggoner 
19 – Erica Moore 
22 – Chloe Miller 
24 – Jane Christy 
24 – Amira Siddiqui 
25 – Hank Decker 
26 – Kelli Halderman 
 
Anniversaries: 
 3 – Don & Barb Maggart 
 6 – Brandon & Erica Moore 
10 – Bob & Issy Lewis 
12 – Pete & Susie Jones 
 

 

 

Sea Changes (cont.) 

Jesus modeled intergenerational relationships. In Luke 9:47-48, 
Jesus recognizes that his disciples were grumbling among 
themselves about who was the greatest of the disciples. And taking 
a child on his knee, he says, “Whoever welcomes this little child in 
my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me. For it is the one who is least among you all who is 
the greatest.”  
 
Jesus’ way of interacting with children was not just cute, it was 
revolutionary. Greatness in the Kingdom of God meant doing 
something counterintuitive—welcoming a child. 
 
This last Sunday, I was so proud to see you welcome a young dad 
and his two sons to worship. You made them feel so welcome and 
were generous with your affections. But what comes next? How 
does God invite us to take the next step with persons like that? 
Perhaps the answer might come from listening to the wisdom of a 
child.  
 
Your Pastor, 
Jonathan Paul Cornell 
 

Pastor Jonathan 
 
Office hours: 8:30am-12:30pm, Tues-Fri 
    and afternoons by appointment 
 
Email: jonathan@wbashpresbyterian.com  

 

Parenting Beyond Your Capacity | by 

Reggie Joiner & Carey Nieuwhof  

 

Engage your family in a bigger 

story, a story that involves more 

than just your family – one that 

involves other influences who are 

on a journey to discover why a 

relationship with God really 

matters. We want to encourage 

you to establish a lifestyle as a 

parent in which you… 

 

 Invite others to invest in your children. 

 Create a culture of unconditional love. 

 Tap into the power of quality moments 

together. 

 
 

Recommended Reading 

A Meal with Jesus | by Tim Chester 

Meals have always been important across societies 
and cultures, a time for friends and families to 
come together. An important part of relationships, 
meals are vital to our social health. Author Tim 
Chester sums it up: “Food connects.”  

Chester argues that meals are also deeply 
theological—an important part of Christian 
fellowship and mission. Chester notes, “The meals 
of Jesus represent something bigger.” Six chapters 
in A Meal with Jesus show how they enact grace, 
community, hope, mission, salvation, and promise.  

Moving from biblical times to the modern world, 
Chester applies biblical truth to challenge our 
contemporary understandings of hospitality. He 
urges sacrificial giving and loving around the table, 
helping readers consider how meals can be about 
serving others and sharing the grace of Christ. 

http://theresurgence.com/authors/tim-chester
http://theresurgence.com/authors/tim-chester
http://www.amazon.com/AMealwithJesusDiscoveringGraceCommunityandMissionaroundtheTableReLitPaperback/dp/1433521369/?tag=theresurgence-20
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September 13th-14th, 11am to 11am 
 
It is time to rally to the cause. Relay for Life is about 6 
weeks away. Our Presbyterian Church Team is offering 
several fund raising opportunities. On Sunday, I passed 
out 10 ONE HOPE changes cans. The Make a “Change” 
challenge was for 10 families to fill their cans with 
change and return the cans by September 1st. I know 
there is plenty of change hiding in the couch and the 
floor of the car! 
 
On Sunday, September 18th, we will have Sack Lunch 
Sunday. The sandwich choice menu will be in the next 
two bulletins. Please make your choices and put them in 
the offering plate or in the Relay bucket in the 
Fellowship Hall. The sandwiches are a Free Will donation 
and everyone has always been very supportive.  
 
The Luminaria forms are also available in the 
Fellowship Hall. For a $10 donation and a can of food, 
you can support two causes at once. The Luminaria 
support “In Memory Of” or “In Honor Of” those who 
have battled with Cancer and the food goes to FISH. 
Also, on the 18th, the Relay Quilts will be on display at 
our church. 
 
I am asking for help with the window decorating in our 
publicity push for downtown. Our Presbyterian Church 
Team has 2 windows at Charlie Creek Inn on the Miami 
Street side. We have the opportunity to promote Relay 
For Life and our Church. I have plenty of “STUFF”; I need 
help with presentation. Creative types contact me ASAP 
as we will be decorating the week of August 12th. The 
windows need to be done before the Dave Kunkle Car 
Show on the 17th. 
 
Presbyterian Church Relay Team, 
Jennifer Shira 
 
 

 

Use Your Dining Room 

Table for God 

The great thing about using meals to do 

community and mission is that it doesn’t add 

anything to your busy schedule. We already 

have 21 ready-made opportunities each 

week. Nor do you need to have some kind of 

special missiological training. You just need 

to love Jesus, love people, and enjoy eating! 

 

It doesn’t have to be anything fancy. 

Sometimes you may want to make a special 

effort and celebrate the goodness of 

creation in a fancy meal. But most of the 

time it is just a question of sharing an 

ordinary meal with people. 

 

 Invite members of your Christian 

community for your evening meal. 

 Meet up for breakfast with someone on 

the way to work. 

 Use lunch in the canteen to get to know 

your colleagues. 

 If you’re single, then entertaining families 

might be difficult, but invite them for 

dessert or cake. 

 
Try to invite unbelievers together with 

believers so your unbelieving friends are 

introduced to the Christian community 

and get to see how Christians relate. 

 

Who can you invite to share a meal 

with you this week? 

 

Engage the City 

 

Relay for Life Update 

A Letter from Jen Shira From Tim Chester  
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August Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

1 
Missions Team 

(6:30pm) 
 
 
 
 

2 
Study at 
Modoc’s 

(noon) 

3 
Historical 

Society Tour 
 
 
 
 

4 
Worship 

(10am) 
 

Baby Shower 
for Zwiebels 

(11am) 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
Office Closed 

[Leadership 
Conference] 

 
Neighborhood 

Walk (5pm) 
 

Buildings & 
Grounds Team 

(7pm) 
 

9 
Office Closed 

[Leadership 
Conference] 

 
Study at 
Modoc’s 

(noon) 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
Worship | 

Guest Preacher 
Mark Fairchild 

(10am) 

12 
 
 
 

13 
ROMEO 

(12:30pm @ 
Ugalde’s) 

 
 

14 
 

15 
Neighborhood 

Walk (5pm) 
 

Session (7pm) 
 
 
 
 

16 
Study at 
Modoc’s 

(noon) 
 
 

17 
 

18 
Worship 

(10am) 
 

Relay for Life 
Sack Lunch 
Fundraiser  

19 
 

20 
 

21 22 
Neighborhood 

Walk (5pm) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
Study at 
Modoc’s 

(noon) 
 

24 
Godly Play 

Training (9am) 
 

25 
Worship 

(10am) 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
Helping Hands 

(2-7pm) 

27 
Preschool 

Orientation 
Meeting 

(6:30pm) 

28 29 
Neighborhood 

Walk (5pm) 
 

30 31 

  

 

 

Photo credit: Bee by a a 
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Announcements & Upcoming Events 

Loose Offering 

The Loose Offering that is collected on August 4th will 
be donated to Habitat for Humanity. Please prayerfully 
consider how God might be calling you to give.  

Baby Shower for Zwiebel Family 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall after services on August 
4th as we shower the Zwiebel family with gifts and 
prayer in anticipation of the arrival of their son, Adler. 
 

Guest Preacher 

Pastor Mark Fairchild will serve as our guest preacher 
on August 11th when Pastor Jonathan and his family 
are on vacation. 
 

Celebration Sunday 

Celebration Sunday will be Sunday, September 8th with 
a Neighborhood BBQ after the service. Worship will be 
at 10am outside. Start thinking about who you want to 
invite to celebrate with us! 
 

SCRIP  
Don’t forget that you can pick up gift cards to your 
favorite stores and gas stations at the church office 
and help raise money for the church! 

Wabash County Promise  
Encourage the children in our 
community by supporting the 
YMCA’s Wabash County 
Promise program.  Through this 
initiative, we want to support  
all youth, grades K-12, and help them prepare for 
college and their future careers. There are several 
ways for each one of us to get involved:  
 

 Become a Champion for a student  

 Assist with School Registrations and helping parents 
fill out college savings account enrollment forms 

 Volunteer for the “Walk Into My Future” college trip 
to Manchester College 

 Join a Taskforce 
 

Learn more about Wabash County Promise or sign up 
to be a Champion or Volunteer at 
wabashcountyymca.org. 

 

Financial Report 

               June      Total 2013 
Income:           $16,086     $ 82,332 
Expenses:          12,087         96,747 
Balance:            $ 3,999     -$14,415 

God’s tithe and our offering support the ministry 
programs and outreach ministry of our congregation. 
May your faith lead your giving. 

Feed Our Community  
You are always encouraged bring canned/dry goods for 
the FISH food pantry and drop them off in any of the 
boxes throughout the church. This month, we are 
collecting dish soap, crackers, and pudding. 

Office Closed 

The office will be closed Thursday-Friday, August 8th-
9th, as we will be attending a leadership conference. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning once again this September, you are invited 
to join a journey of discovering life as God intended it 
to be lived. Groups will be forming at WPC to read the 
second book in James Bryan Smith’s Good and 
Beautiful series.  
 
In this installment, we will examine issues that can 
burden our lives, like envy, anger, gluttony, and lust. 
And together we will look at how God offers us a 
better and more fulfilling way in following Jesus and 
living dependent on him to give purpose in our lives. 
 
Groups will take place at the following times: 

 Sunday mornings at 8:45am in the Dickson Room  

 Monday mornings at 9am in the Dickson Room 

 Tuesday evenings (time to be announced) 
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Morna made herself more comfortable 

on the floor, sitting cross-legged. “I 

don’t mind listening, if you want to talk 

about this now.” 

 

Feeling welcomed to speak from my 

heart, uncensored, I took the plunge to 

trust her. The floodgates opened. We  

sat on the kitchen floor for another hour, until our legs ached, then 

moved to the sofa and talked nonstop until 3am…. 

 

Morna offered me something that few professionals or laypeople are 

willing or even able to offer: She allowed me to fall apart in her 

presence. She didn’t judge me, diagnose me, hire me or fire me, fix 

me, bill me, instruct me, save me, or heal me. She wasn’t trying to be 

absolutely unconditionally loving or saintly. She wasn’t even trying to 

make me smile. She just sat with me amid the mess in my kitchen, the 

mess in my life, and the mess in my heart and allowed me to be in my 

pain. Unfazed by all this mess, she sat there and held it all together 

with her mere presence.  

 

Presence. Unshakable, steady, tender, and empathic presence. Soft 

strength. That was comfort. That was Morna’s gift to me…. 

 

 

 

 

      

 

2 Corinthians 1:4 (ESV) 

[God] comforts us in our 

affliction, so that we may be 

able to comfort those who 

are in any affliction, with the 

comfort with which we 

ourselves are comforted by 

God. 

 

Do you know someone  

who could use a friend? 

 

 

Prayer List 
 

Dessie Sturgeon 
Alexis Fairchild 
Sidney Good 
Don Alspaugh 
Brigit Kaltenmark 
Evan Crafts 
Janet Smith 
 

“Give all your worries and cares 
to God, for he cares about you.” 
                          1 Peter 5:7 (NLT) 
 

John Hughes 
Lou Ann Shoemaker 
Ron & Faith Rider 
Peter Boone 
Joe Waggoner 
Jack Francis 
Bill Skeans 
Mary Henderson 
Amy Turner 
Kevin Gearhart 
Lois Smith 

Have a prayer request?  

If you have a prayer request, please 
email Kari Otto at 
office@wabashpresbyterian.com. 
Please respect the privacy of others 
and share their concerns only with 
their permission. You can also 
email Kari if you’d like to receive 
the prayer list via email. 
 

Comfort My People (cont. from page 7) 

Care & Prayer Training 

 

Do you want to learn how to better 

come alongside those who are 

hurting? Do you desire to know how 

to pray for these friends? Coming 

up in late August/early September, 

we will be offering a one-night 

training session on Care & Prayer. 

Keep an eye on your bulletin for 

more information! 
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In the first bleak months after my divorce, I 

returned to my home state of Virginia after five 

years of following my husband’s career moves to 

Minnesota and New Jersey. Heartbroken and 

homesick, traveling with my faithful, adaptable cat, 

Ivan, I imagined my homecoming would be 

wonderful and warm, surrounded by welcoming 

old friends, family, and colleagues. 

 

To my surprise and dismay, people were 

disappointingly unforthcoming. I could hardly get 

folks to commit to a cup of coffee or to stop over to 

my modest apartment for a pasta salad. So busy 

with their own families, jobs, problems, and 

responsibilities, it seemed no one could squeeze 

me in for some “quality” time. But I was offered 

plenty of advice, platitudes, opinions, and cheer 

about how to move forward with my new life….  

 

For the purpose of maintaining my reputation as a 

likable, invitation-worthy person, I hid my hunger 

for comfort from people. I resorted to holding Ivan 

in my lap at night, with a box of tissues, popcorn, 

and Animal Planet on TV. 

 

One day, Morna, an old friend from Scotland, 

phoned and asked if she could come visit me 

soon…. Certainly, after her effort to travel across 

the ocean and to spend her precious time with me, 

she deserved the best of me and the best views of 

Virginia, with a drive through the Blue Ridge 

Mountains and a stroll in the gardens of 

Monticello. She gently asked how I was coping with 

being alone, but I assured her I was learning how to 

keep positive and busy. She offered me 

opportunities to open up and talk, but I didn’t dare 

expose my neediness. 

 

An excerpt from Val Walker’s book, The Art of Comforting 
 

 

Finally, a year’s worth of pent-up grief and despair 

erupted in my kitchen on Morna’s fourth day with 

me. Fixing her an omelet and sausages for 

breakfast, I burned myself and dropped the frying 

pan full of grease all over the floor. I snapped, 

threw the spatula against the wall, slammed my fist 

on the cupboard, kicked sausages across the floor, 

and yelled a slew of profanities. I crawled down on 

the floor to wipe up the battered eggs and mess, 

and collapsed into tears. 

 

“I’m such a loser!” I wailed. “I can’t even fry eggs 

for you!” 

 

Huddled on my knees, sobbing, I hadn’t noticed 

that Morna had quietly approached me. She sat 

down on the kitchen floor next to me and softly put 

her hand on my shoulder. 

 

I glanced at her quickly without making eye contact 

and said, “Now you see what a basket case I really 

am.”  

 

“I see someone who is in pain… a lot of pain.” 

 

I wept longer, letting her words sink in. She was 

right. I felt relief just hearing her say the truth out 

loud. 

 

“Yes, that’s right. I’ve been really, really hurt. I feel 

so alone. I am so afraid no one wants to be with me 

anymore.” 

 

Photo credit: prayer by Matt Gruber 
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Loving people with the 
heart of Christ in the 

heart of Wabash 

Wabash Presbyterian Church 
123 West Hill Street 
Wabash, IN 46992 
 

 

 
 

 

What’s Your Part? 

 

Teach. The WPC Children’s Ministry is 

forming a team of adults who will be 
trained in Godly Play, our new 
curriculum model for teaching our little 
ones. We want you to help tell the story 
of Jesus to our budding new garden of 
life. Training will take place Saturday, 
August 24th at 9am. 
 

Provide Financial Support. We need to raise $1500 for the Godly 

Play program. Can you help? Please fill out a Pledge Card or simply write 
“Godly Play” in the memo section of your check. 
 

Pray. Cover our little ones in your prayers! Ask God to open their 

hearts and help them understand His Word and His love for them. 
 
 


