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Advent is a season of waiting, expecting, hoping. 

Beginning four Sundays prior to Christmas, Advent 

concludes in quiet subdued celebration on Christmas 

Eve. Advent helps us prepare for the coming, or 

“advent,” of the Christ child at Christmas. 

 

But why participate in something that doesn’t seem to 

match the commercial enthusiasm of the holiday 

season? Why enter into the watchful anticipation of 

Advent? 

 

I think it’s because we’re called to be people who pay 

attention, looking for glimpses of where God’s 

presence is at hand. Something as simple as a brief 

devotional reading and the lighting of the candles of 

the advent wreath at the dinner table or in the 

sanctuary can be a great way to remain attentive.  

 

For hundreds of years, Christians have used an Advent 

wreath to inspire their hopes for the coming child. By 

lighting candles and reading Bible verses, we are 

reminded about the meaning of Christ’s birth and 
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become more excited about his coming in the past, in 

the future, and in the present of our lives. 

 

There is no set meaning for the candles of the Advent 

wreath (except for the middle candle, which always 

signifies the birth of Jesus, often called the Christ 

candle). I’ve been in churches where the candles point to 

peace, hope, joy, and love. In other settings they are 

identified with key figures in the stories of the birth of 

Jesus: the shepherds, angels, Joseph, and Mary. 

 

The colors of the Advent wreaths vary, as well. Some 

candles are all white; others use three purple, one pink, 

and one white. For many Christians, the purple candles 

signify the serious and solemn wait God’s people have 

endured waiting for the Messiah. Pink signifies the joy of 

our waiting. The white is triumphant and celebrative 

because Christ is born.  

 

The Advent wreath is also a great tradition to introduce 

to our children. Kids have great expectations during this 

season—usually associated with Christmas presents, 

Santa Claus, holiday celebrations, and so forth. Rather 

than discourage these, why not help them get the “feel” 

of Advent by connecting these biblical hopes.  

 

Let’s let the light of our hope shine out this year. Come, 

Lord Jesus. 

 

 

December 2016  

 

By Rev. Jonathan Cornell 

 

Pastor Jonathan 
Email: jonathan@wabashpresbyterian.com  
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Birthdays:   

  9th – Lindy Griffith 

11th – Cathy Wright 

12th – John Miller 

13th – Steve Foust 

24th – Andrea Zwiebel 

26th – Harrison Hoover 

28th – Faith Rider 

29th – Jeff Kramer 

 

Anniversaries: 

21st – Jim & Gaynel Vickrey 

 

People I want to connect with 

this month (i.e., card/call, 

coffee/lunch, prayer, Bible study): 

   

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

 

  

Christmas Cantata 
Sunday, December 11th 

Our choir will lead us in worship with their cantata Were You There On 

That Christmas Night?. 

 

Blue Christmas 
Wednesday, December 14th, 7pm 

When the constant refrain of the Christmas and Holiday Season is joy 

and happiness, and that feeling is not shared, it can be a blue time. For 

some, the holidays are the most difficult time of year. We remember 

that the joy of Emmanuel’s coming was surrounded by struggle and 

anxiety for that young couple. You are invited to come to a time of 

prayer, Scripture, and warm community as we Watch for the Hope of 

God with us. 

 

Children’s Advent Program 
Sunday, December 18th 

Join us as our children lead us into worship with a short Christmas 

pageant. Following their part in the service, children ages 3 to 4th 

grade are invited to attend a special, shortened Godly Play class in the 

Education building. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Saturday, December 24th, 11pm  

We will Celebrate Christmas Eve with a traditional Candlelit Service of 

Lessons and Carols. Join us as we welcome the Christ Child together.  

 

Christmas Day Worship 
Sunday, December 25th 

We will begin with a light breakfast for all at 8:45am. Then at 10am, we 

will have an informal Christmas Day worship service in Fellowship Hall. 

Gathered around the piano, we will sing Christmas Carols, hear the 

Christmas Story, and join in warm fellowship. 

 

 
 

 

Advent Schedule 
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 Loving people  

with the heart of Christ  

in the heart of Wabash 

 
 

 Feed Our 

Community  
You are always 

encouraged to bring  

canned/dry goods for 

the F.I.S.H. food pantry  

and drop them off in any 

of the boxes throughout 

the church. This month, 

we are collecting peanut 

butter, sugar, and rice. 

 

 

For more information about these events, 

contact Jim Kaltenmark at 

jskalt65@gmail.com. 

 
Notes: 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

___________________________ 

 
 

Christmas Jubilee 
Saturday, December 10th, 9am 

 

Thanks to everyone who has given prayers and financial contributions for our 

Jubilee this year! Your support is what makes this more than just an “event” but a 

way to connect with and impact families here in our community. 

 

You can still donate to Jubilee by writing “Jubilee” on the memo section of your 

check or offering envelope. And, of course, volunteers are still welcome to sign 

up. Simply contact Jim Kaltenmark for more information. 

 

Other Ways You Can Help: 

 

 Provide transportation for guest families. 

 Prepare and serve breakfast to our guests. 

 Provide child care for our guest children in the Christian Education 

Building. 

 Serve as a host for one of our guest families. 

 Clerk at our “toy store” and help our guest parents make gift selections. 

 Help our guests wrap gifts. 

 

 

MISSION SPOTLIGHT 
Helping Hands of Wabash County 

 

Helping Hands of Wabash County is a non-denominational Christian non-profit 

organization. It operates a thrift store to provide gently used items to our 

community's residents and a soup kitchen to respond to the nutritional needs of 

individuals and families. Proceeds from the thrift store help support their 

programs.  

 

Helping Hands is located at 20-26 East Canal Street, Wabash. Dedicated non-paid 

volunteers operate the store, prepare and serve meals, and provide a variety of 

other services. The WPC provides volunteers to work at the soup kitchen one day 

each month. If you’re interested in joining the team for 2017, please contact Jim 

Kaltenmark. 

 

 

 

WPC MISSION 

PARTNERS 
 

 Peabody Retirement 

Community 

 Kemmerer Village 

 Meals on Wheels 

 City of Refuge (Ghana) 

 Thammavongsa Family 

Mission 

 Wabash Ministerial 

Association’s Assistance 

Program 

 Wabash Habitat for 

Humanity 

 White’s Family Residential 

Service 

 Winchester Community 

Center 

 85 Hope 

 Arc of Wabash County 

 The Access 

 Campus Life 

 F.I.S.H. 

 Character Building of 

Wabash County 
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December Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

Parents’ Night 

Out (5-8pm) 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

Sunday School & 

Choir Practice (9am) 

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

 

*Loose Offering:  

Gas Vouchers 

5 

Monday Bible 

Study (9am) 

 

 

6 

 

7 

Community Meal 

(6pm) 

 

Choir Practice 

(7pm) 

 

8 

Kari Out of Office 

 

Missions (6:30pm) 

 

Buildings & 

Grounds (7pm) 

 

Worship Team 

(7pm) 

9 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

10 

Christmas 

Jubilee (9am) 

11 

Sunday School & 

Choir Practice (9am) 

 

Worship (Christmas 

Cantata) (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

12 

Kari Out of 

Office 

 

Monday Bible 

Study (9am) 

 

Helping 

Hands 

13 

Kari Out of 

Office 

 

ROMEO Men’s 

Lunch 

(12:30pm) 

14 

Kari Out of 

Office 

 

Community Meal 

(6pm) 

 

Blue Christmas 

Service (7pm) 

 

15 

Kari Out of Office 

 

Session (7pm) 

 

16 

Kari Out of Office 

 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

 

17 

Children’s 

Advent 

Program 

Practice (9:30-

11am) 

18 

Sunday School & 

Choir Practice (9am) 

 

Worship (Children’s 

Advent Program) 

(10am) & Fellowship 

Hour (11am) 

 

 

19 

Monday Bible 

Study (9am) 

 

 

20 

 

21 

Choir Practice 

(7pm) 

22 

 

23 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

 

24 

CHRISTMAS 

EVE 

Christmas Eve 

Service (11pm) 

25 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Christmas Breakfast 

(9:15am) 

 

Worship (10am) 

 

 

 

 

26 

Office Closed 

 

27 

JULIET 

Women’s 

Breakfast (8am 

@ Fried Egg) 

28 

Choir Practice 

(7pm) 

29 30 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

31 

NEW YEAR’S 

EVE 

 

 

  

 
  

 

  

  

 

Sunday Wednesday Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
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November Session Minutes 

 Preschool will be revamping program for 2017-

2018 school year. 

 Cuba mission team preparing for trip in February. 

 Still need individuals to serve on Session next term. 

 Building repairs continue to be made. 

 

Loose Offering | WPC’s Gas Voucher Program 

The loose cash that is collected on December 4th will 

help provide gas vouchers to those in our community 

who come to the church for aid. Give to this fund at 

any time by writing “Gas Vouchers” on your offering. 

 

Business Notes 

Financial Report 

                Oct.    Total 2016 

Income:            $27,885       $223,074 

Expenses:           42,680           226,798 

Balance:           -$14,795           -$3,724 

 

*We pulled $15,000 from the Endowment Account to 

cover our expenses for October. 

Give online. Use our secure site to set up recurring 

gifts (like pledges) or for one-time gifts (like paying for 

a Bible study book or supporting our Mission Partners). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

Help paint at the house in North Manchester so the 

family can move in by Christmas! Contact Maggie 

Wimberly at the Habitat office (563-9188) for more 

specific dates and times for painting. 

 

Kids Hope – Neighbours Neighbors 

Sign up to pray for one or more staff member at OJ 

Neighbours Elementary School, where our Kids Hope 

mentors meet with their students. Commit to pray for 

them as they come to mind throughout the year. Feel 

free to send notes to them at the school. Let’s 

encourage those who are with our kids every week! The 

sign-up list is in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Find Your Place to Serve 

Each of us has a special place where we can serve and 

minister to others. Let Kari know if you are interested in 

volunteering on one of our teams: usher, nursery, Godly 

Play, or back-up for audio or video. You are welcomed 

and encouraged to “shadow” any of these opportunities 

to learn more before making a commitment.  

 

 

 

 

Life Together Community Meals 

Need a little mid-week encouragement?  Join us 

Wednesdays at 6pm for great food, conversation, and 

fellowship. Meals will continue through December 14th. 

 

Parents’ Night Out  

On Friday, December 2nd, 5pm-8pm, parents of young 

children are invited to sign up for a night of free 

childcare to Christmas shop, have dinner, or enjoy a 

night out courtesy of the grandmas and grandpas of 

the church. Contact the office to sign up. 

 

LifeChange Bible Study: 1, 2, 3 John  

When false teachers began to undermine the faith of 

Christians at the end of their first century, John 

responded with hard-hitting words about 

righteousness, love, and truth. Join us as we begin 

studying these letters from John with this 14-week 

study, Mondays, 9am, starting in January. Cost: $8. 

 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation  

Mark your calendars: Sunday, January 29th will be our 

annual Congregational Meeting after worship. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.wabashprebyterian.com/donate
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There are many devotionals available to help you slow down and “watch” 

during the Advent season. Here are some of our favorites! 

 

Because of Bethlehem (Max Lucado) 

Christmas. It brings sleigh bells ringing and carolers singing. And 

sometimes it brings heartache and hurt feelings. If you could use some 

true Christmas this Christmas, join Max Lucado as he unpacks the 

enduring promises of Christmas and discovers a lifetime of hope because 

of one baby born in Bethlehem. Book and study guide available. Also, 

there are free weekly video sessions at www.faithgateway.com.  

 

When Will It Be Christmas? (Carol Garborg) 

As children and parents celebrate Jesus’ birth and the events 

surrounding it, fun activities and simple crafts make the stories come 

alive. Each day, in a few shared minutes, children will learn that God, who 

sent His Son to be the Savior of the world, loves them more than they 

could ever imagine. 

 

Good News of Great Joy (John Piper) 

Good News of Great Joy: Daily Readings for Advent contains 25 short 

devotional readings beginning December 1 and going through 

Christmas Day. This book of Advent meditations aims to put Jesus at the 

center of your holiday season. These readings are excerpted from the 

works of John Piper. 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Isaiah 9:6 NLT 

For a child is born to us, a 

son is given to us. The 

government will rest on his 

shoulders. And he will be 

called: Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Reflection: 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

 

 

Prayer List 
 Kay Caudill 

Tina Easterday 

Jennifer Maxwell 

Bill Campbell 

Teresa Bowman 

Judy Lovellette 

Kim Noland 

Danika Landis 

Heather Houlihan 

Rita Alexander 

Steve Snyder 

Kevin Gerhart 

Debbie Phillips 

Ari Halderman 

Jack Francis 

Gaynel Vickrey 

Bridget Kaltenmark 

Rowynn Andrews 

Family of Mark Coppler 

Christine Murphy 

John Schultheiss 

Mike Philip 

Stan Williams 

Hank Decker 

Pastor Enoch 

Carl Willmert 

Hope Unger 

Carolyn Biltz 

Judy Waggoner 

Jakobe Wolf 

Amy Turner 

Mary Jane Garrison 

Bill Skeans 

Lois Smith 

Nancy Chowning 

Lois Dickinson 

Mildred Paullus 

Elmer Myers 

Ron & Faith Rider 

Mary Leland 

Dessie Sturgeon 

Connie Squires 

Helen Shanks 

Martha Helm 

Katie Baer 

 

 

Advent Studies & Devotionals 

Perfect for individuals, families, or small groups! 
 

Have a prayer request?  

If you have a prayer request, 

please email Kari Lee Otto at 

office@wabashpresbyterian.com. 

Please respect the privacy of 

others and share their concerns 

only with their permission. You can 

also email Kari if you’d like to 

receive the weekly prayer list via 

email. 

 

http://www.faithgateway.com/
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Need I remind you that God Himself came into our 

world? It’s not that He remained at a distance, 

disgusted by our sin, but that He willingly entered 

into our world and lived among us. He, in some 

mystery we’ll never fully understand, became one of 

us. “The Word [Jesus] became flesh and dwelt 

among us” (John 1:14). Incredible! 

 

I’m not sure what your Advent season looks like, but 

I encourage you to look for opportunities to be like 

Jesus and to enter into someone else’s world. Walk 

through life with them. See what their day is like, 

what struggles they face. Accept their invitations… 

and perhaps extend some of your own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S & FAMILY MINISTRIES 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCE  

Want a Grateful Child? 

 

Thanksgiving may be over, but a spirit of gratitude 

should never be seasonal. How do we teach our 

children to be thankful? 

 

This 5-part series of podcasts from Parenting on 

Purpose explores how we can raise a grateful child. 

Each podcast is 15 minutes long and is full of ideas 

and practical suggestions to incorporate into your 

family life, no matter how old your children are. 

 

Find the podcasts here: 

www.parentingonpurpose.org  

Search for “grateful child” to pull the series up. 

 

It happened as I was waiting in line at a local 

restaurant. What was slated to be a boring and 

somewhat tedious wait to order soon became an 

adventure of friendship and laughter as a 1-year-old 

girl walked up to me and raised her hands to be 

held. It took just a moment for me to sit down on 

the floor with her and my daughter, and we started 

passing stickers back and forth, smiling, talking, 

laughing. 

 

I’m sure the person who came and stood in line 

behind us thought I was a little off my rocker. At the 

most, he probably thought it was a little endearing. 

Perhaps you do, too. But oh, my friend, please don’t 

underestimate the power of that moment. A small 

child of few words invited me into her world and 

extended a hand of friendship. That was huge! I may 

have given her a small gift of my time and attention, 

but she gave me the far greater gift by inviting me 

into her world. 

 

It’s not just about little children. It’s about those 

whom no one else seems to care about. The outliers. 

Those walking through the stores with their eyes 

down so they don’t have to meet your gaze. The 

people others turn away from. What do you do in 

those moments? What do you do when others invite 

you in? 

 

I am taking a class this year in which we are 

encouraged to write a Rule of Life. One of my rules 

is to, as much as possible, say “yes” to personal 

invitations. As an introvert, this is certainly 

challenging! But I have come to recognize the 

vulnerability it takes for others to ask me to come to 

a special event in their lives, or even into their 

homes. They risk rejection, yet they ask anyway. And 

underneath the invitation are the hidden questions: 

“Do I matter to you?” “Do you care about me?” 

 

DIG DEEPER 

 

 

Kari Lee Otto 
Email: office@wabashpresbyterian.com  
 

 
 

By Kari Lee Otto 

 

http://www.parentingonpurpose.org/
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Loving people with the 
heart of Christ in the 

heart of Wabash 

Wabash Presbyterian Church 
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Wabash, IN 46992 
 

 

 
 

Sign up today! See page 2 for details. 

Advent Sermon Series 

It is during Season of Advent that we remember and anticipate the birth of our 

Lord. Each Sunday, we will study a different prayer offered by those who 

waited for the arrival of Emmanuel. Their expectancy and anticipation is much 

like ours in this uncertain time. 

 

Advent in Godly Play 

Children in our Godly Play program (Pre-K through 4th grade) are also in a 

special 4-week Advent series, where we are learning about the mystery of 

Christmas and the journey to Bethlehem. Godly Play meets during the worship 

service (10-11am) in the Christian Education building next to the church. 

 

See our full Advent Schedule on page 2. 


