
    

The Presbyterian Church, 123 West Hill Street, Wabash, IN  46992-3049 

www.wabashpresbyterian.com | office@wabashpresbyterian.com | 260-563-8881  

Suppose I were to drop by your house holding a foil-

covered saucer. “Hello, friend,” I say. “A few days back 

Denalyn made a strawberry cake. It was so good. It 

came out of the oven hot, moist, and sweet. I wish you 

could have tasted it. Today, as I was eating the last 

piece, I thought of you. Just before I took the final bite, 

I put my fork down and thought, I’m taking these 

crumbs to my friend.” 

 

How would you feel? 

 

Contrast that emotion with the one you feel if I were to 

knock at your door holding a cake pan with oven mitts. 

“Denalyn pulled this out of the oven a few minutes ago. 

It’s still hot. No one has touched it. I got here as fast as 

I could. I want you to have the first piece. I want you to 

have the whole cake (although I did bring my fork in 

case you want to share).” 

 

How would that invitation make you feel? Or, better 

asked, how does that make you feel? God offers you 

the whole cake. You do not receive crumbs or leftovers. 
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You have received his best. Why? Because he loves you 

based on the “Principle of Firsts.” 

 

Since this is the first day of a new year, it’s appropriate to 

re-visit the theme of “firsts” in the Bible. Open a 

concordance to the word and prepare yourself for an 

avalanche of entries. First. Firstborn. Firstbegotten. 

Firstfruit. Firstling. First-ripe. My concordance contains 

seven columns of tiny-fonted words and verses. 

Apparently, “first” is a big theme in scripture and a big 

thing to God! 

 

Is it possible, with all these references, to reduce them to 

a single message? I think so. 

 

God went first. We love because he first loved us (I John 

4:19). 

 

God made the first move. God took the first step. God 

placed the first call. We did nothing and do nothing that 

wasn’t and isn’t prompted by God. He went first. He not 

only went first, he gave his firstborn son. The Bible calls 

Jesus “the firstborn among the brethren” (Romans 8:29). 

In the great, expansive, innumerable family of God, there 

is a firstborn: Jesus Christ. What did God do with his 

firstborn Son? He sent him as a sacrifice. He didn’t 

redeem us with apostles, angels, prophets or preachers. 

He gave the best gift. 

 

Jesus is not only the firstborn, he is the firstfruit. “But 

now Christ is risen from the dead and has become the 
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Birthdays:   

  6th – Jim Vickrey 

  6th – Tracy Wimberly 

10th – Cherryl Gray 

13th – Steve Henderson 

22nd – Thomas Moore 

28th – Bob Halderman 

28th – Charlie Miller 

 

Anniversaries: 

5th – Jim & Patty Fulwider 

 

People I want to connect with 

this month (i.e., card/call, 

coffee/lunch, prayer, Bible study): 

   

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

 

  

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (I Corinthians 15:20 NKJV). 

First-fruit is an agricultural term used to describe the initial harvest. 

The farmer would take the best portion of his harvest to market and 

tell the customer, “Taste and enjoy. There is more to come.” Jesus is 

the firstfruit of God’s eternal harvest. He will do with his children what 

he did with Jesus: he will call us out of the grave. How do we know? 

Jesus is the firstfruit. 

 

In addition, God gives us the “firstfruits of the Spirit” (Romans 8:23). 

Love, joy, peace, patience…all the fruits of the Spirit are ours because 

God gives, not leftovers but firstfruits. These are foretastes, samplings 

of the full harvest that awaits us in heaven. 

 

God gives us firstborn Son and the firstfruit of the Spirit. We have 

received his best. Let’s follow his lead. 

 

 Go first to God with your problems. 

 Honor God with the firstfruits of your income. 

 Gather on the first day of the week with God’s people. 

 

Most people who grow cold in their faith do so incrementally, 

gradually, inch by inch over a period of time. These disciplines of the 

firstfruits recalibrate us day by day, week by week. I hope you will 

consider them. 

 

©Max Lucado, January 1, 2017 

Read the entire article at https://maxlucado.com/first-things-first/. 

 

Thanks! 
Thanks to the WPC church family, 21 children from 7 guest families 

had a joyous Christmas. Through our efforts, our guest parents were 

empowered, so they could provide “Christmas” for their children.  

 

The volunteers who were able to help with the Jubilee did an 

outstanding job of making each guest feel welcomed and loved.  We 

received many expressions of gratitude from our guests. They 

appreciated the wonderful job our volunteers did in preparing 

breakfast, hosting our guests, wrapping gifts, caring for children, 

clerking in the toy store, and giving rides. 

 

Your prayers, donations, and volunteering made this project a success. 

It was another great day for our church family as we worked 

harmoniously together to demonstrate God’s love and celebrate the 

gift he gave us all in his son Jesus. 

 
 

First Things First (con’t) 

https://maxlucado.com/first-things-first/
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 Loving people  

with the heart of Christ  

in the heart of Wabash 

 
 

 Feed Our 

Community  
You are always 

encouraged to bring  

canned/dry goods for 

the F.I.S.H. food pantry  

and drop them off in any 

of the boxes throughout 

the church. This month, 

we are collecting canned 

soup and crackers. 

 

 

For more information about these events, 

contact Jim Kaltenmark at 

jskalt65@gmail.com. 

 
Notes: 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

___________________________ 

 
 

Helping Hands Ministry 
The Helping Hands Ministry team is always looking for new blood. If God has ever 

lain on your heart the idea that you should help in feeding the needy in our 

community, now would be a great time to volunteer. The work there is not 

demanding. Preparing food, serving food, and cleaning up are the tasks that need 

to be done. These jobs require less than two hours of one’s time each week.  

 

During most of the year, the WPC serves on the Monday of the last full week of 

the month. In September, November, and December, we serve a week earlier 

because of the holidays.  

 

Our Helping Hand dates for 2017 are as follows:  

 

January 23      May 22  September 11 

February 20      June 19  October 23 

March 20      July 24  November 13 

April 24       August 21  December 18 

 

Time slots are 2 to 4, 4 to 6, and 5 to7 pm. 

 

If you are willing to help with this rewarding ministry, please let us know.   

 

Thanks, the Mission Committee.     

 

 

MISSION SPOTLIGHT 
Peabody Retirement Community 

 

On 33 acres in North Manchester, Indiana, Peabody Retirement Community offers 

a complete range of residential and healthcare senior living options including 

neighborhoods for independent living cottages, assisted living apartments, 

rehabilitation, skilled nursing, and memory care.  

 

Peabody Retirement Community’s story begins with James B. Peabody. When 

James’ wife, Estelle, died in 1928, James found a way to both commemorate her 

life and fulfill his dream of building a retirement community where older adults 

could live free from fear and worry. He joined efforts with Presbyterian clergy and 

laymen of the Synod of Indiana and the result was The Estelle Peabody Memorial 

Home. 

 

Learn more at http://www.peabodyrc.org/.  

 

 

 

WPC MISSION 

PARTNERS 
 

 Peabody Retirement 

Community 

 Kemmerer Village 

 Meals on Wheels 

 City of Refuge (Ghana) 

 Thammavongsa Family 

Mission 

 Wabash Ministerial 

Association’s Assistance 

Program 

 Wabash Habitat for 

Humanity 

 White’s Family Residential 

Service 

 Winchester Community 

Center 

 85 Hope 

 Arc of Wabash County 

 The Access 

 Campus Life 

 F.I.S.H. 

 Character Building of 

Wabash County 
 

http://www.peabodyrc.org/
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January Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

Sunday School 

(9am) 

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

 

*Loose Offering:  

Gas Vouchers 

2 

Office Closed 

3 

 

4 5 6 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

Sunday School & 

Choir Practice (9am) 

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

 

Brane Baby Shower 

(11:15am) 

 

9 

Monday Bible 

Study (9am) 

 

 

10 

ROMEO Men’s 

Lunch 

(12:30pm) 

11 

Choir Practice 

(7pm) 

 

12 

Kari Out of Office 

 

Missions (6:30pm) 

 

Buildings & 

Grounds (7pm) 

 

Worship Team 

(7pm) 

13 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

14 

 

15 

Sunday School & 

Choir Practice (9am) 

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

16 

Monday Bible 

Study (9am) 

 

 

17 18 

Choir Practice 

(7pm) 

 

19 

Session (7pm) 

 

20 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

 

21 

 

22 

Sunday School & 

Choir Practice (9am) 

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

 

 

23 

Monday Bible 

Study (9am) 

 

Helping 

Hands 

Ministry 

24 25 

Choir Practice 

(7pm) 

26 

 

27 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

 

28 

 

29 

Sunday School & 

Choir Practice (9am) 

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

 

Annual 

Congregational 

Meeting (11:15am) 

 

 

 

30 

Monday Bible 

Study (9am) 

 

31 

JULIET 

Women’s 

Breakfast (8am 

@ Fried Egg) 

 

 

 

  

 
  

 

  

  

 

Sunday Wednesday Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
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December Session Minutes 

 Continuing to make building improvements and 

upgrades for efficiency. 

 Looking at signage for church and office buildings. 

 Preparing for mission trip to Cuba in February. 

 

Loose Offering | WPC’s Gas Voucher Program 

The loose cash that is collected on January 1st will help 

provide gas vouchers to those in our community who 

come to the church for aid. Give to this fund at any 

time by writing “Gas Vouchers” on your offering. 

 

Business Notes 

Financial Report 

                Nov.    Total 2016 

Income:            $32,177       $255,251 

Expenses:           19,767           246,565 

Balance:           $12,410            $8,686 

 

*Thanks to some pledge pre-payments, we did not have 

to pull from the Endowment Account to cover our 

expenses for November. 

Give online. Use our secure site to set up recurring 

gifts (like pledges) or for one-time gifts (like paying for 

a Bible study book or supporting our Mission Partners). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kids Hope – Mentors 

More students at OJ Neighbours Elementary School are 

asking for mentors. You could make a huge difference 

in their life simply by showing up and being a loving 

presence. All it takes is one hour a week for the rest of 

the school year. Feel free to talk with Cathy, Lindy, or 

Kari about their experiences as a mentor so far. Contact 

Kari at the church office for a volunteer application. 

 

Kids Hope – Staff Prayer Partners 

Sign up to pray for one or more staff member at OJ 

Neighbours Elementary School, where our Kids Hope 

mentors meet with their students. Commit to pray for 

them as they come to mind throughout the year. Feel 

free to send notes to them at the school. Let’s 

encourage those who are with our kids every week! The 

sign-up list is in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

In the Community 

We partner with several organizations in the 

community. Look through our Missions Partner list on 

page 3 and see if one might be a place where you can 

serve—on your own, with a small group, or as a family. 

 

 

 

Baby Shower 

Let’s shower the Brane family (Matt, Jamie, Liam, and 

Ashlyn) with meals, diapers, and offers of childcare as 

they prepare to welcome their third child into the 

family, Sunday, January 8th following service. 

 

Life Together Community Meals 

Wednesday evening meals will resume February 15th. In 

the meantime, invite another person/couple/family over 

for supper or coffee and continue getting to know one 

another! 

 

Bible Studies 

There are several Bible studies in which you can 

participate. See the back cover for more information on 

some that are coming up! 

 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation  

Mark your calendars: Sunday, January 29th will be our 

annual Congregational Meeting after worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.wabashprebyterian.com/donate
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Dream Guide 

We’re big fans of Jennie Allen here at WPC, and she 

offers a free Dream Guide. “It’s an opportunity to stop 

and ask some really simple (but telling) questions about 

your previous year and the year ahead: What were some 

of your favorite moments? What do you need to 

change? What do you want to be intentional about?” 

Find it here: www.jennieallen.com/2017-dream-guide.  

Prayer for the New Year 

Start 2017 with a prayer. Marshall Segal wrote something he’ll pray 

repeatedly throughout this next year: Lord, teach me more about yourself 

than I already know, humble me again with all that I do not know, and 

make what I do know more alive and real in my heart and life. Meanwhile 

others, like Debbie McDaniel, pray at the start of the year, thanking God 

for new beginnings and asking for wisdom and strength for the year 

ahead. Follow their lead and write a prayer of your own!  

 

The Church Year 

Ever wonder why the colors at the front of the sanctuary 

sometimes change? Is celebrating Pentecost or Advent 

new to you? Take this opportunity to learn more about 

the liturgical church year. Here’s a brief explanation: 

www.epres.org/liturgical_seasons_symbols/. (And know 

our kids will be learning about the church year in Godly 

Play this month!) 

 

 

 

 

      

 

2 Corinthians 6:16 NLT 

…For we are the temple of 

the living God. As God said: 

“I will live in them and walk 

among them. I will be their 

God, and they will be my 

people.”  

 

Reflection: 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

 

 

Prayer List 
 Jakobe Wolf 

Kay Caudill 

Tina Easterday 

Jennifer Maxwell 

Bill Campbell 

Teresa Bowman 

Judy Lovellette 

Danika Landis 

Heather Houlihan 

Rita Alexander 

Steve Snyder 

Kevin Gerhart 

Debbie Phillips 

Ari Halderman 

Jack Francis 

Jim Vickrey 

Brenton Yarger 

Bill Gabel 

Bridget Kaltenmark 

Rowynn Andrews 

Christine Murphy 

John Schultheiss 

Mike Philip 

Stan Williams 

Hank Decker 

Pastor Enoch 

Carl Willmert 

Hope Unger 

Carolyn Biltz 

Judy Waggoner 

Amy Turner 

Mary Jane Garrison 

Bill Skeans 

Lois Smith 

Nancy Chowning 

Lois Dickinson 

Mildred Paullus 

Elmer Myers 

Ron & Faith Rider 

Mary Leland 

Dessie Sturgeon 

Connie Squires 

Helen Shanks 

Martha Helm 

Katie Baer 

 

 

Tools for the New Year 

Be Intentional About Life in 2017 
 

Have a prayer request?  

If you have a prayer request, 

please email Kari Bartkus at 

office@wabashpresbyterian.com. 

Please respect the privacy of 

others and share their concerns 

only with their permission. You can 

also email Kari if you’d like to 

receive the weekly prayer list via 

email. 

 

http://www.jennieallen.com/2017-dream-guide
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/my-prayer-for-next-year
http://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/debbie-mcdaniel/a-prayer-to-keep-god-first-this-new-year-10-verses-of-hope.html
http://www.epres.org/liturgical_seasons_symbols/
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Jesus (Matthew 2:16). They traveled miles; I barely 

seem to travel from my feet to my knees. Such a 

short distance to bow before my King. 

 

Do I bring anyone with me to see Him? The 

Pharisees and teachers of religious law probably 

traveled together, knowing there was strength in 

numbers for whatever plot they had in mind. But do 

I bring anyone with me to see Jesus? Am I so excited 

about Him, so in love with Him, that I say with Philip 

or the woman at the well, “Come and see” the 

Messiah (John 1:46; John 4:29)? 

 

PRAY: Oh, Father, others go out of their way to seek 

You, yet I struggle to give You five minutes of my 

time and attention. I want to want You. I want to 

draw near to You. I want to be in Your presence. I 

want to hear Your voice. Teach me to come close to 

You. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S & FAMILY MINISTRIES 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCE  

Devotions for Kids 

 

It doesn’t matter how old your child is, you can help 

them develop the practice of spending time with 

God and His Word. Children’s devotionals provide a 

simple way to get into the Bible and learn more 

about God, His love, and how He calls us to live as 

His children. There are plenty of devotionals to 

choose from. Find one that’s right for your child!  

 

Check out: 

   Joy Christian Bookstore (Wabash, IN) 

   ChristianBook  Faith Gateway 

   AmazonSmile  Good Dirt Ministries 

 

 

PRAY: Open my eyes to see the wonderful truths in 

your instructions. (Psalm 119:18, NLT) 

 

READ IT: One day some Pharisees and teachers of 

religious law arrived from Jerusalem to see 

Jesus. (Mark 7:1, NLT) 

 

They came to Jesus. 

They sought Him out. 

Why? 

What was their motivation? 

What did they want with Him? 

How far did they travel? How long did it take? 

They came as a group. They took a trip. 

It must have been planned. 

Did these two groups normally interact? 

What caused this special trip for them? 

 

READ IT AGAIN: One day some Pharisees and 

teachers of religious law arrived from Jerusalem 

to see Jesus. (Mark 7:1, NLT) 

 

Do I come to see Jesus? Do I seek Him out? God 

has invited me plenty of times to “come” and be 

with Him (Matthew 11:28; Isaiah 55:1-6; Psalm 27:8; 

John 6:35; Hebrews 4:16). Yet do I come? Do I want 

to see Him? If He seems a little hard to find, do I 

continue seeking? Or do I give up? 

 

Why do I seek Jesus? What do I want with Him? 

The Pharisees and teachers of religious law were 

normally up to no good, trying to catch Jesus in 

some trap. Am I trying to catch Him? If so, why? To 

trick Him? To use Him for my own gains? Or do I 

simply want to enjoy being in His presence? 

 

How far will I go to find Him? These men traveled 

at least to another town. Many throughout the 

Gospels hear that Jesus is near and go to see Him. 

The wise men spent two years searching for baby 

DIG DEEPER 

A Meditation on Mark 7:1

 

 

Kari Bartkus 
Email: office@wabashpresbyterian.com  
 

 
 

By Kari Bartkus 

 

https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/easy_find?event=EBRN&N=5401+1110172&Ne=1000000&Nso=1&Nu=product.endeca_rollup&Ns=product.number_sold
http://search.store.faithgateway.com/search?w=kids%20devotional
https://smile.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids%27+devotional
http://www.gooddirtministries.org/good-dirt/
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Sign up today! See page 2 for details. 

LifeChange Bible Study: 1, 2, 3 John  

When false teachers began to undermine the faith of 

Christians at the end of their first century, John responded 

with hard-hitting words about righteousness, love, and truth. 

Join us as we begin studying these letters from John with 

this 14-week study, Mondays, 9am, starting this month. 

Meets in the CE Building. Cost: $8. Books available to 

purchase through the church. Contact: Judy Waggoner. 

 

The Gospel of Mark: The Jesus We’re Aching For 

The Gospel of Mark DVD study from Lisa Harper partners 

the compassion of Jesus with the passion of Christ. We see 

how the heart of God is moved by the heart of humanity 

and His response to our loud cry for help. We discover the 

world-changing result of being recipients of His 

compassion and the reason for His passion, all the way to 

the cross. This is a 7-week study. Date and time to be 

announced soon! If you’re interested in doing the study 

guide, please buy your own ($13-15). Contact: Kari Bartkus. 

 

 

Bible Studies 


