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How is this year starting for you? If I were to poll the 

congregation, or better yet, the community, I bet we 

would get as many different answers as there are 

people. I don’t have to describe the environment in 

which we live… you know it.  

 

For some, the news comes as a relief, and for others, it 

weighs heavily on their hearts. But we all see the 

tension, the human emotion, the struggle for hope.  

 

I wonder… how is Jesus inviting us to approach these 

new days in which we live?  

 

I was reading something recently that struck a chord. 

Throughout the Scriptures, there are innumerable 

verses of encouragement: “I am the Lord your God who 

brought you out of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 5); “The Lord 

is my Shepherd I shall not be in want” (Psalm 23); “Trust 

in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding” (Proverbs 3); and the list goes on. 
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And yet when it came to the Gospel accounts of Jesus, 

there were surprisingly few. It is eye-opening how much 

of the Gospels are devoted to the final week of Jesus’ 

life—preparations for the cross.  

 

When we look at the Bible as a whole through the lens of 

positive thinking, less than a dozen verses arise from the 

Passion story. Yet, we say this is the very best thing God 

has done in and for the world—Jesus’ cross is our 

salvation.  

 

Do you sense this tension? Do you feel the urge to 

celebrate restrained by the reality of what it cost?  

 

The sobering reality is that Jesus asks us to experience 

that story with him. 

  

“Follow me” means that we will get to share his 

resurrection. But we cannot do a spiritual “hyper-jump” 

to the joy of Easter Sunday by somehow detouring 

around the messiness of Good Friday. “Unless you take 

up your cross every day,” Jesus said, “you cannot be my 

disciple” (Luke 9:23). 

 

Deciding to follow Jesus means deciding give up life on 

our terms and die to ourselves. And yet Jesus promises 

that it is in giving up our lives that we gain them.  

 

The way to fulfilled life according to Jesus is not 

championing social causes for him. The way to 
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Birthdays:   

  2nd – Emmalee Otto 

  3rd – Jim Kaltenmark 

  9th – Kyle Kerr 

  9th – Issy Lewis 

  9th – Mike Shira 

10th – Annie Cornell 

13th – Linda Miller 

14th – Bill Skeans 

15th – Steve Denney 

16th – Harriet McLaughlin 

16th – Joyce Devore 

21st – Jennifer Shira 

23rd – Dan Early 

23rd – Jane Skeans 

24th – Amy Turner 

24th – Jamie Brane 

25th – Gene Rose 

 

Anniversaries: 

None 

 

People I want to connect with 

this month (i.e., card/call, 

coffee/lunch, prayer, Bible study): 

   

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

  

redemption is not by getting those around you to act and believe the 

way you do. 

 

The way of salvation is allowing the life of Christ to live in and through 

you: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control. This is the light that emanates from these 

earthen vessels. It’s not a manifesto, it’s not legislation, it’s much 

higher and nobler than that. Kindness is counter-cultural; gentleness 

and forbearance is revolutionary; protecting the lives of the vulnerable 

and overlooked is a cause worth defending; living in humility and 

submission to others is mystifyingly beautiful. 

  

But we must always remember that the first step is in picking up our 

crosses and bearing them all the way to Calvary. 

 

In a moment in time when the polarizing pull of politics has never 

been more apparent, is the Gospel a cause worth giving your life for? 

Because following Jesus even into your own dying and burial with him 

is the very best way to live. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Thumbtack Groups 2.0 
 

Friday, March 10th Kickoff Gathering 

6:00pm Fellowship Hall 

 

Beginning early March, we will be relaunching a series of small groups 

throughout our church community. These groups are prayer, study, 

and fellowship oriented and will follow the texts preached on in 

worship. Groups are between 5-12 people and composed of people 

from all generations.  

 

If you would like to join or get connected with an existing Thumbtack 

Group, please contact Pastor Jonathan at 563-8881. 

 

Living Jesus’ Story (con’t) 

Pastor Jonathan 
Email: jonathan@wabashpresbyterian.com  
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 Loving people  

with the heart of Christ  

in the heart of Wabash 

 
 

 Feed Our 

Community  
You are always 

encouraged to bring  

canned/dry goods for 

the F.I.S.H. food pantry  

and drop them off in any 

of the boxes throughout 

the church. This month, 

we are collecting toilet 

paper and hand soap. 

 

 

For more information about these events, 

contact Jim Kaltenmark at 

jskalt65@gmail.com. 

 
Notes: 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

___________________________ 

 
 

It hardly seems real that in just a few days, leaders from WPC will be traveling to Cuba 

to meet, learn from, and share the fellowship of Christ with Church leaders from the 

Island of Cuba. For those who are curious/concerned about what we will encounter 

while serving there, here is a broad overview of our itinerary: 

 

  3 nights at the seminary in Matanzas. Each day, we will tour the presbytery meeting 

with church leaders and learn about the church’s work there. 

  2 nights in Central Presbytery (hotel in Santa Clara). More connections with local 

church leaders. 

  2 nights in Havana Presbytery (hotel in Havana). We will spend the better part of 

one of our days in Havana sightseeing---it is a fascinating and historic city. 

 

We will always have a translator/tour guide with us along the way. Communication is 

spotty, but we have been told that Verizon now has coverage in Cuba… and Pastor 

Jonathan has Verizon service! So keep your fingers crossed. 

 

Prayer items: 

 Safety as we travel   Language would not be a barrier  Health  

 Receptive to the Holy Spirit  We would learn from them              

 The Church in Cuba   The Students at Seminario Evangelico de Teologia 

 

 

MISSION SPOTLIGHT 
Kemmerer Village 

 

Kemmerer Village, which is located on a 60-acre 

campus near Assumption, IL, is a Presbyterian Child 

Care Agency. It was founded in 1914 to help the 

Presbyterian Church fulfill its responsibility to 

minister to “orphans and the friendless poor.” A local 

farmer, Phillip Kemmerer, willed his 400-acre farm as 

a gift to the Presbyterian Churches of Central Illinois 

which was used to launch Kemmerer Village.  

 

Today, Kemmerer Village serves children and families who face stress and turmoil in 

their lives. It continues to advocate for the needs and rights of children and families 

in their community. Learn more at http://www.kemmerervillage.org/.  

 

 

Cuba Trip: Preparing to Lead 

WPC MISSION 

PARTNERS 
 

 Peabody Retirement 

Community 

 Kemmerer Village 

 Meals on Wheels 

 City of Refuge (Ghana) 

 Thammavongsa Family 

Mission 

 Wabash Ministerial 

Association’s Assistance 

Program 

 Wabash Habitat for 

Humanity 

 White’s Family Residential 

Service 

 Winchester Community 

Center 

 85 Hope 

 Arc of Wabash County 

 The Access 

 Campus Life 

 F.I.S.H. 

 Character Building of 

Wabash County 
 

http://www.kemmerervillage.org/
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February Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

The Mission Team trip to Cuba is Feb. 4-11. 

Please keep them in your prayers! 

Cathy Wright, Ware Wimberly,  

Sandy Mitting, and Pastor Jonathan. 

1 

Choir Practice 

 

2 3 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

Sunday School & 

Choir Practice (9am) 

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

 

 

6 

Monday Bible 

Study (9am) 

 

 

7 

 

8 

Pres. Women’s 

Group Dinner & 

Meeting (6pm) 

 

Choir Practice 

 

9 

Kari Out of Office 

 

Missions (6:30pm) 

 

 

 

10 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

11 

 

12 

Sunday School & 

Choir Practice (9am) 

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

13 

Monday Bible 

Study (9am) 

 

Worship 

Team 

(5:30pm) 

 

 

14 

ROMEO Men’s 

Lunch 

(12:30pm) 

15 

Community Meal 

(6pm) 

 

Choir Practice 

 

16 

Buildings & 

Grounds (12pm) 

 

Session (7pm) 

 

17 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

 

18 

 

19 

Sunday School & 

Choir Practice (9am) 

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

 

 

20 

OFFICE 

CLOSED – 

Presidents’ 

Day 

 

Monday Bible 

Study (9am) 

 

Helping 

Hands 

Ministry 

21 22 

Community Meal 

(6pm) 

 

Choir Practice 

23 

 

24 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

 

25 

 

26 

Sunday School & 

Choir Practice (9am) 

 

Worship (10am) 

 

Sacred Places 

Potluck (11:15am) 

 

 

 

27 

Monday Bible 

Study (9am) 

 

28 

JULIET 

Women’s 

Breakfast (8am 

@ Fried Egg) 

 

 

 

  

 
  

                                                                                                          Photo credit: Areli Arellano 

  

  

 

Sunday Wednesday Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
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January Session Minutes 

 Need to replace boiler in the church. Cost: $50,000. 

 Sanctuary lights have been replaced. 

 Preschool is working on a new logo. 

 Terrence Hoover is now Finance Chair, and Dan Risk 

is now Personnel Chair. 

 

Loose Offering | WPC’s Gas Voucher Program 

The loose cash that is collected on February 5th will 

help provide gas vouchers to those in our community 

who come to the church for aid. Give to this fund at 

any time by writing “Gas Vouchers” on your offering. 

 

Business Notes 

Financial Report 

                Dec.    Total 2016 

Income:            $20,965       $279,556 

Expenses:           29,171           278,723 

Balance:            -$8,206               $833 

 

*We pulled $3,500 from the Endowment Account to 

cover our expenses for December. 

Give online. Use our secure site to set up recurring 

gifts (like pledges) or for one-time gifts (like paying for 

a Bible study book or supporting our Mission Partners). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a Steady Hand? 

On Saturday, February 4th, you are invited to help give 

the Christian Education Lobby and Preschool Hallway a 

fresh coat of paint. If you are interested in volunteering, 

please contact Lindy Griffith. 

 

Stand Up for a Child 

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) volunteers 

are everyday citizens appointed by judges to advocate 

for the safety and well-being of children who have been 

removed from their homes due to parental abuse or 

neglect. They stand up for these children, represent 

their best interests in courtrooms and other settings, 

and help change their lives. For many abused children, 

their CASA volunteer will be the one constant adult 

presence in their lives.  

 

To volunteer or learn more, visit the CASA office located 

on the upper level of our Christian Education building 

or visit their website at http://www.wabashcasa.org/.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ladies’ Group Dinner  

Women, join us for dinner on Wednesday, February 8th 

at 6pm. We’ll discuss the Spaghetti Supper allotments 

for our mission organizations. Please sign up in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

Life Together Community Meals 

Our Community Meals resume Wednesday, February 

15th at 6pm. On the 15th, we have the pleasure of 

viewing Susie Jones’ production Light Up the Town. 

Then on February 22nd, we will have a Cuban meal and 

hear stories and see pictures from this year’s Cuba Trip. 

Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall to let us know 

you’re coming on either of these two weeks. 

 

Sacred Places Potluck 

You are invited to another information-sharing session 

led by our Sacred Places Team, Sunday, February 26th 

after service. During this time together, we will discuss 

the topic of Asset Based Development and lead the 

congregation in a fun and informative activity.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.wabashprebyterian.com/donate
http://www.wabashcasa.org/
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Hearing God, by Dallas Willard 

"God spoke to me." "The Spirit spoke to my heart." "God 

revealed the idea to me." Being close to God means 

communicating with him--telling him what is on our 

hearts in prayer and hearing and understanding what he 

is saying to us. It is this second half of our conversation 

with God that is so important but that can also be so 

difficult. How do we hear his voice? How can we be sure 

that what we think we hear is not our own subconscious?  

What role does the Bible play? What if what God says to us is not clear? 

The key, says best-selling author Dallas Willard, is to focus not so much 

on individual actions and decisions as on building our personal 

relationship with our Creator.  

 

From Good to Grace, by Christine Hoover  

So many of us feel as if we do not do enough and, in 

fact, are not enough. We try hard to be good--a good 

friend, mom, wife, Christian, employee, or ministry 

leader--hoping for that "atta-girl" from God, some 

heavenly assertion that we matter. In the process, we 

find ourselves living by a lesser gospel: the gospel of 

goodness. It's a gospel without grace, and in the end, it's 

good for nothing. With compelling illustrations from her  

own life and from Scripture, Christine Hoover helps you start asking, 

"What does God want for me?" before asking, "What does God 

want from me?" You'll find yourself breathing a sigh of relief at this 

powerful message of freedom and hope.  

 

 

 

      

 

Philippians 4:8 ESV 

Finally, brothers, whatever is 

true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is commendable, if 

there is any excellence, if 

there is anything worthy of 

praise, think about these 

things. 

 

Reflection: 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

 

 

Prayer List 
 Jakobe Wolf 

Kay Caudill 

Tina Easterday 

Jennifer Maxwell 

Teresa Bowman 

Judy Lovellette 

Danika Landis 

Heather Houlihan 

Rita Alexander 

Steve Snyder 

Kevin Gerhart 

Debbie Phillips 

Ari Halderman 

Jack Francis 

Amy Turner 

Jim Vickrey 

Brenton Yarger 

Bill Gabel 

Bridget Kaltenmark 

Rowynn Andrews 

Christine Murphy 

John Schultheiss 

Mike Philip 

Stan Williams 

Hank Decker 

Pastor Enoch 

Carl Willmert 

Hope Unger 

Carolyn Biltz 

Judy Waggoner 

Mary Jane Garrison 

Bill Skeans 

Lois Smith 

Nancy Chowning 

Lois Dickinson 

Mildred Paullus 

Elmer Myers 

Ron & Faith Rider 

Mary Leland 

Dessie Sturgeon 

Connie Squires 

Helen Shanks 

Martha Helm 

Katie Baer 

 

 

Recommended Resources 

 

Have a prayer request?  

If you have a prayer request, 

please email Kari Bartkus at 

office@wabashpresbyterian.com. 

Please respect the privacy of 

others and share their concerns 

only with their permission. You can 

also email Kari if you’d like to 

receive the weekly prayer list via 

email. 
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Once we answer these questions, we can then know 

how to respond to other invitations from others. If 

we’ve already determined that we want to be home 

as a family at least four nights a week, then we can 

only accept so many invitations and commitments. 

Then we have to start saying, “We can’t this week. 

Maybe another time?” 

 

Once we answer these questions, we can then be 

free to live out God’s purpose for us. Because 

everyone may answer these questions differently, 

based on the season of life they’re in and what God 

is calling them to do. We don’t all need to squeeze 

into a mold of what a “good Christian life” looks like. 

Though there are similarities (like living with love, 

truth, and compassion), we are called to share God 

differently. Some will focus on art, others justice, 

and still others education. All are good! 

 

How is God calling you to live this year? 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S & FAMILY MINISTRIES 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCE  

Coloring Bible for Kids 
 

Coloring books for adults abound! There 

are even creative journaling Bibles for 

us. But what about the kids? They love 

to color and create, too. Check out the 

My Own Keepsake Bible. This Bible 

includes 172 stores from the Old and  

New Testaments and 95 full-page illustrations 

waiting to be colored in with colored pencils or 

markers. This is perfect for those little ones who are 

really starting to take their time to color, plus it 

offers a great opportunity to talk about the story 

they are coloring! 

 

Part of being a newly married couple, even part of 

starting a new year, means sitting down and 

thinking through some of our intentions and goals 

for the year: 

 

 What do we want our family life to look like? 

 What things are most important to us? 

 When we spend time together, what do we 

want to be doing? What activities or hobbies do 

we want to pursue as a family? What activities 

or hobbies do we want to pursue individually? 

 Where and how can we serve together? 

 How many nights a week do we want to be 

engaged with other activities? 

 What do our morning and nightly routines look 

like? 

 What groups do we want to participate in? 

 What relationships do we want to invest in? 

 What values and character traits do we want our 

children to have? 

 How much do we want to be able to give? 

 What organizations do we want to support 

financially? 

 

If you have not done so yet, I would encourage you 

to take an afternoon and think through some of 

these questions. It doesn’t matter if you’re single or 

married, with children or without, how we handle 

these issues determines how our time gets spent, 

how much energy we have, and even how we might 

handle crises when they come our way. 

 

Once we answer these questions, we can then set 

routines or structures in place. If we want to 

eliminate how much TV or screen time we get as a 

family, then perhaps we make it a point to play a 

game or go for a walk or bike ride after supper 

instead. If one child wants to learn more about 

music, then participating in a weekly music class 

becomes part of our schedule. 

DIG DEEPER 

 

 

Kari Bartkus 
Email: office@wabashpresbyterian.com  
 

 
 

By Kari Bartkus 

 

http://www.familychristian.com/my-own-keepsake-bible.html
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Sign up today! See page 2 for details. 

Beginning Ash Wednesday (March 1st), you are invited to a time of 

midweek worship and renewal, as we approach the cross.   

 

Music will be led by Rick and Cindy Elliott, the choir, and members of the 

WPC Family, and will be a blend of traditional, modern praise and 

worship, Taize, and responsive. Worship will last approximately 30 

minutes and will include music, Scripture, and prayer.   

 

We invite you to come and relax in the Spirit’s presence. 

 

 

 

Lenten Vespers 
Wednesdays, 7pm 

March 1st-April 12th  


