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After worship last week, a visitor came to me and said, “Thank you for what you said about the 
popularity of Romans 8:1-2, but my favorite verses are 8:38-39.” He was a friend of Ware’s and that 
visit was years in the making I think, right, Ware? Missed it by that much.  
 
Romans 5-8 is Paul’s Case for Hope in Jesus Christ, and today we get to what is arguably the 
pinnacle. Hope is not just wishing something to happen, but hope is a conscious decision to live 
forwardly, to live as if something were already true and real.  
 
One person put it this way: hope is rejoicing early. Hope is rejoicing early. Yes, there is struggle. Yes, 
there is pain, hardship in this creation. There is disappointment and loss in our lives, and you might 
be experiencing some of it. But there is someone we can know today that makes it possible for us to 
rejoice way too early.  
 
This morning, we are focusing in on Exhibit E in Paul’s case for hope: assurance. Paul reminds us 
that even as we walk through challenging times, we always have one in our corner with us.  
 
I invite you, as you are able, to stand with me as we hear these words from Romans chapter 8 
starting at verse 31.  
 
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did 
not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who 
justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
  we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8 begins with a powerful reminder of who you are. For those who are in Christ Jesus, there is 
now therefore no condemnation. Remember who you are and remember whose you are. In Christ, 
you no longer need to feel the sting of condemnation. Today, Paul continues, remember, you are not 
alone in your decisions, you have one in your corner, an advocate who is working on your behalf.  
 
I began last week with a sports illustration. Now, I know sometimes sports metaphors can be 
tiresome. Which is why this week, I’m going to use a movie illustration. In Rocky 5, there is a scene 
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where Sylvester Stallone is looking over an empty training ring, remembering something that Mickey 
said once:  
 
“You’re ready, Rock, that Apollo won’t know what hit him. You’re going to roll over him like a 
bulldozer, an Italian bulldozer. You know kid, the fact that you’re here and doing as well as you are 
gives me motivization to stay alive. Cause people die sometimes when they don’t want to live no 
more. Little by little we lose the ones we love, until finally we say what am I living for? I got no 
reason to go on. But when I look at you kid I realize I’ve got a reason to go on and I’m never going 
to leave you until that happens, cuz when that happens you’ll not only know how to fight, you’ll 
know how take care of yourself outside the ring too. Now I’ve got a little gift for you (Rocky 
Marciano’s cuff link). It’ll be like a little angel on your shoulder and when you feel like you’re going 
down this little angel will whisper in your ear GET UP YOU BUM… Cuz Mickey loves you.” 
 
It’s a life changing thing to realize you’ve got someone in your corner with you. One of the most 
disheartening feelings is the feeling of not having anyone on your side, the feeling of abandonment. 
As a college student, I remember a distinct feeling of abandonment by social group at the time. All 
of a sudden, the world feels very big and you feel very tiny. When Amy was the campus pastor at 
White’s, many of those young people found their way to White’s because they didn’t feel like they 
had an advocate in their corner. In these verses of Romans 8, Paul says, “Brothers and sisters in 
Jesus Christ the God of the universe stands with you, in your corner.” 
 
We all need an advocate in our corner. The Apostle Paul gives us a powerful assurance in these 
verses. No matter how many terrible things are on the outside, you can be sure that God is still in 
your corner. Look at verse 28: We know that in all things work together for what? For good for 
those who love God, who are called according to his purposes. God is working together all 
things into his plan for our good.  
 
In the verses we read today, Paul engages in a rhetorical tennis game, volleying back and forth with 
question and answer. God is for us, who can be against us?  It is God who justifies, who is to 
condemn? Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, distress, persecution, etc.?  
 
He does this for an important reason, I think. How many of you have ever found yourself second 
guessing God? I wonder if that was the straw that broke the camel’s back, I wonder if I’ve finally 
gone too far and God’s up and left? In this respect, we give too much weight to our decisions. Or 
we say, God was absent from that experience, so that must mean he doesn’t care and can’t do 
anything about. No, Paul says that in all things…  
 
In our tradition, we have an ongoing challenging debate between the questions of free will and 
predestination. Are our choices and actions our own, and somehow God is not present in them?  Or 
are they predetermined for us by God, and our lives are not free, but pieces on a chess board? And, 
unfortunately, too often we get down in the weeds trying to figure out did God really know what I 
was going to have for breakfast today, did God know I was going to wear the green shirt instead of 
the blue shirt today. And this is a terribly short sighted view of God. The fact of the matter is God 
doesn’t care what you have for breakfast, and what color shirt you wear. In this respect, we have the 
freedom to choose.  
 
Well, then, what if in a big decision I make the wrong choice? Do my decisions either positively or 
negatively impact the way God feels about me and what my destiny will be? You’ve heard of the 
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butterfly effect? A small event like a butterfly flapping its wings in one place causes a much larger 
effect on the other side of the globe. It’s the fearful attitude that every single decision we make, 
every single action has massive consequences. If this were the case, free will would be the most 
terrifying thing in the world. If you kill a mouse in your kitchen and eventually an entire species of 
animals up the food chain goes extinct because they depend on the offspring of that mouse...  
 
Here is where Romans 8 becomes invaluable to us. Paul says, God IS for us. That means that we 
have the freedom to make our choices, and if they’re bad choices to suffer the consequences, but we 
don’t have to live in fear that our choices have the final say. God holds that. So, we can make our 
choices and trust that God is working out the outcome in our favor.  
 
Sometimes that happens right away for us to see. Sometimes that good decision takes a long time to 
unfold.  
 
God is for us. And if this is the case, who could be against us? God did not withhold even his own 
son, but gave his life for ours. Will he not with him also give us everything else? God justifies you. If 
that’s the case, who can stand in the place of condemnation over your life, over your actions, over 
your decisions?  
 
These verses in Romans 8 give us such amazing truths to ponder. And you can do it in your own 
life. I did it this week while I was writing this. I was thinking about how wonderful last Sunday was, 
and how blessed we felt because of the love you showed us. And it got me thinking, how did we get 
here? 
 
Well, about 6 years ago, my brother-in-law finished dental school and purchased a practice in 
Wabash and had really great things to say about this town. But before that, we had to make a very 
important decision about our first call to ministry: we had two options: Allendale, Illinois, or Quito, 
Ecuador. Those were two offers we had. How would things have been different if we had chosen 
Ecuador? 
 
But before that, I had to meet and fall in love and marry a Hoosier named Amy Conner. Otherwise, 
Indiana may not have been on my radar. But to do that, I had to be set up on a date with Amy by an 
ex-girlfriend with whom I had a very painful breakup. Had I married that person, my life would have 
likely gone a very different direction. 
 
But in order to meet that person, I had to choose to move to Princeton over staying in St. Paul at 
Luther Seminary. To be put in the place to make that decision, I had to have another girl break up 
with me (or as I like to think of it, set me free)—you can see how much relationship heartbreak goes 
into my story. 
 
But in order to meet that person, I had to attend St. Olaf College and join the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes ministry there. But I never would have considered St. Olaf were it not for Coach 
Matt McDonald picking up the phone one evening in the spring of 1998 to tell me about the 
baseball program at St. Olaf, over the Bethel College program I was already seriously considering. 
 
So, all of this happened and we are here in Wabash so that one year ago in the weeks after our 
accident, I was able to talk to two of you and share that life changing and horrific experience and 
together and bring comfort to each other through it all. 
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Is this all pure coincidence? I don’t believe I have enough faith to believe that’s coincidence. We 
know this: that ALL things work together for good for those who love God, and called 
according to his purposes. My messy breakups happened for you. 
 
Very rarely do we get a glimpse of even a millionth of millimeter of how God is working our 
decisions together for our good, but you can be assured that he is. No matter how much good or 
bad stuff is going on inside or outside you, God has not abandoned you. Why? Because he loves you 
and he’s in your corner. 
 
How do we know that God loves us? Is it because we’re so talented, successful, good looking, or 
funny? No, in fact, think of people who base their feelings of love on their success or physical 
appearance. What happens when that goes away? They’re shattered. No, God loves us, because he 
loves us.  
 
But we also know God loves us because of what it says God does on our behalf. In the final hours 
of Jesus’ life, think of everything he went through, from the agony of the Garden of Gethsemane, to 
the flogging, to the nail-pierced hands and feet, hanging, bleeding. Bomb after bomb after bomb was 
being dropped on Jesus and all the while, the temptation was there: “just give up on them, climb 
down from there, forsake them, they’re not even grateful for it.”  
 
But Jesus stayed. There was nothing—not death, not life, not angels, not rulers, not things present, 
not things to come, not powers, not height, not depth—not anything in all creation was able to 
separate Jesus from the love he has for us. Who can separate us from this love? The answer, not 
death itself. Nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
It’s not an abstract love, it’s not a positive nice feeling, it’s not even an emotional experience of love, 
like a spiritual high. It’s a decision. It’s concrete. It’s God’s choice to be for you…all the way to 
Calvary and the grave. That’s how you know that God loves you. And how do you know that God is 
working everything out for your good, for my good? How do you know that? Well, Easter morning, 
when Mary and the disciples came to the tomb, they found it empty. He bore your sins away, he 
took them into himself, died on the cross, descended into the depths of misery, and defeated them 
victoriously by rising from the dead.   
 
How do you know that God is working things out for your good? Jesus Christ is alive. So get 
up...cuz Jesus Christ loves you.  
 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
 


