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I’m going to put two mission statements up on the screen and I’m going to ask you a few questions 
after I do: 

Here’s the first: “We create happiness by providing the finest in entertainment for people of all ages 
everywhere.” 

And the second: “We exist to love people with the heart of Jesus Christ in the heart of Wabash.” 

Now which of these missions is deeper and more important for the world in which we live today? 
Who has a higher level of commitment to hospitality and serving others in creative and life changing 
ways? In this second question, this is something that Disney does better than anyone else, even and 
especially the Church. 

The startling reality of the Church today is that despite being the recipients of and witnesses to the 
greatest news in human history—God’s loving and gracious revelation to us in Jesus the Messiah, 
and the utterly selfless gift of himself on the Cross of Calvary for the salvation of our sins, the 
renewal of creation, and hope of everlasting life—we aren’t always terribly effective in our capacity 
for hospitality and welcome. And in this respect, we can learn a lot from the mouse.  

Let me offer this as an example: last January, Amy and I had a chance to take Christian and Annie to 
Disney World for the day. We were there early, 45 min before the park even opened, we had a 
strategy for how we were going to use our fast passes, we also had a nap built into the afternoon so 
that our 5- and 3- year old could last until the fireworks display. But what made the day, even more 
than meeting Mickey Mouse, was something that happened on the ride back to the parking lot at 
nap time. On the ferry, a young man of about 20 approached Christian and said: “Today is my last 
day in my internship, and I have all these pins on this nametag lanyard that I don’t need anymore. 
Here, I want you to have them.” You would have thought he was giving my son the keys to the 
kingdom itself.  

At Disney World, all it would take is one grumpy cast member, having a bad day, to ruin an 
otherwise magical experience. And yet, you virtually never hear anything like this happening there. I 
wonder if there has been anyone who has had a tender, intimate, even transformative experience of 
worship, experiencing God’s presence and his grace, only to have one grumpy unfriendly church 
member take it all away? 

Greetings are not inconsequential things. And the Bible knows this. Which is why the Apostle Paul 
goes out of his way in great length to greet fellow believers. Because hospitality recognizes and 
communicates the inherent value of each person, and is the synapse through which the gospel can 
begin to flow. The gift of a greeting opens up a world of possibility. 

This summer, we are looking at passages from the New Testament in which we are instructed to 
___ one another. Today, we are called to greet one another.  

3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their necks for 
my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as 
well. 5 Greet also the church in their house. Greet my beloved Epa-netus, who was the first 



convert[b] to Christ in Asia. 6 Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you. 7 Greet Andronicus 
and Junia,[c] my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners. They are well known to the 
apostles,[d] and they were in Christ before me. 8 Greet Am-ply-a-tus, my beloved in the 
Lord.9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my beloved Stach-ees. 10 Greet 
Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the family of 
Aristobulus. 11 Greet my kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the 
family of Narcissus.12 Greet those workers in the Lord, Try-fa-naya and Try-fosa. Greet the 
beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his 
mother, who has been a mother to me as well. 14 Greet A-sync-ritus, Phlegon, Hermes, 
Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers[e] who are with them. 15 Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus 
and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16 Greet one another with 
a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you. 

This is one of those passages in your devotional reading that you’re tempted to skip over and move 
on to the more interesting stuff. But a closer look reveals that this is really a fascinating passage. 
First of all, do you notice how often Paul exhorts them to greet one another? Eighteen times in 
these 16 verses, Paul says greet so and so. Paul is extraordinarily grateful for these folks, and the way 
he continued to build good will and friendship was through personal greetings. As a testament to the 
impact of something like this, think of how many emails you get every day. Now think of how many 
handwritten letters you receive. A thoughtful greeting is never an inconsequential thing.  
 
This week, I got an unexpected phone call from a friend of mine from the past. Leo is the planter of 
a church up in Fort Wayne called Amistad Christiana, a bilingual church made up of mostly 
Hispanic immigrants. I called him a few weeks ago and on Tuesday we were able to reconnect. And 
through that brief conversation, we were able to come up with an opportunity for our two 
congregations to meet together. So, this Pentecost Amistad Christiana will be chartering a bus to 
come down to Wabash to join us in worship, and we’ll get a chance to meet and get to know a sister 
congregation. All because of a simple greeting.  
 
Back to the text, what’s also interesting about these greetings is not just how many people are 
named, but the complete diversity of those who are included. Within this list are Jews, Greeks, 
Romans, and Asians. You have men and you have women, you have missionaries and you have 
slaves. It’s very hard to preclude anyone by race or by gender from the work of God, because Paul 
acknowledges basically every type in his list—8 of these names are women. In verse 7, Paul says that 
Junia was an apostle of Jesus even before he himself was.  
 
Simply being acknowledged by another human being for your value in an organization, a business, a 
family, unlocks some of that person’s inherent gifts and capacities for leadership. Have you ever had 
a boss or a teacher or a professor who told you—perhaps when no one else would—that your work 
mattered? That your ideas were valuable. That your presence was important. A few years ago, I was 
at a day-long seminar in Fort Wayne taught by a member of the Faculty at Fuller Theological 
Seminary, and after the session was over, they came by and said they valued my insights. I’m still 
soaring from that word of encouragement. 
 
But the other facet that is interesting to note—and you don’t get this from the text, but if you read it 
in context you understand—in AD 49, the Emperor Claudius expelled all of the Jews and Christians 
from Rome. All the Christian leadership and nobility, all of the citizens in the marketplace and 
owners of land, gone. But because the society folk of the time wouldn’t have expelled their hired 
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help, many of these names written in Paul’s greeting were not only diverse men and women, most of 
them were slaves. Which, as you can imagine, in many cases, outnumbered the leisure class. 
 
The guest list at the Banquet Feast of the Kingdom of God will include a whole class of VIPs we 
don’t even realize. Hebrews 13 puts it this way: Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. It was the least and the lowly, the 
disenfranchised and the powerless, who became the greatest change agents this world has ever 
known. Because they worshipped the God of hospitality who welcomes, who brings the far off near, 
and who is present among his people.  
 
Paul makes a special effort to greet the people, but why?  
 
Because my friends, intimacy in our relationships matters. Communication and checking in with one 
another matters. Expressions of friendship matter. Appreciating the gifts and value of one another 
matters. In a world in which much of our communication comes in the form of text messages and 
140 character Tweets; where we actually have to comb through media to determine which is true 
and which is completely fabricated; in a society in which a family can go out to dinner with one 
another (an inherently social thing) and sit silent across from one another clicking away on phones; 
where there has never been more people on planet earth and more ease with which we 
communicate, and yet we’ve never been so isolated. Paul offers this simple yet profound wisdom, 
greet one another.  
 
The historian of the Christian Movement, Rodney Stark, puts it: Social movements recruit primarily 
on the basis of interpersonal attachments that exist, or form, between the convert and members of 
the group. The Church caught fire and grew because friends and relatives kept in close contact with 
one another and continued to encourage one another in this person Jesus. 
 
So, in closing I want to offer three pieces of practical advice on how to do this.  
 
Greet them sincerely. You can make more friends in two months by becoming interested in other 
people, than in two years by trying to get them interested in you. 
 
Greet them personally. 
 
Greet them slowly. We have a hurry sickness. When asked what his greatest advice to young pastors 
(which I think is just as valuable for lay people as well), Dallas Willard said: Ruthlessly eliminate 
hurry. Your challenge for this week is to find at least three opportunities slow down, linger with one 
another—even if you have something on your calendar, allow yourself to be guided by the 
momentary needs of another person. See what happens. 


