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Gratitude is a discipline that we are invited to cultivate 

in our life with Jesus. Unfortunately, however, unlike 

grace, it doesn’t just come. It takes a bit of effort. 

 

A few weeks ago, as I was beginning to think about 

Stewardship, it was apparent to me that it comes 

alongside two of the most beloved and valuable 

holidays we celebrate: Thanksgiving and Christmas. I 

found myself asking the question: What happened this 

year? For a very brief moment, I had one of those “can’t 

see the forest from the trees” experiences. 

 

As I sat there, notebook in hand, I began at January 1, 

2017, and started to write down everything that came 

to mind from the life of Wabash Presbyterian from 

2017. Within a few minutes, I had nearly 4 pages. That 

was just our church. I hadn’t even started on the family 

gratitudes.  

 

And as I lingered in that moment, a wave of God’s 

mercy and peace swept over me. I found myself feeling 
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so grateful for so many things. And the image that 

immediately came to mind was that of the psalmist from 

the beloved 23rd Psalm, who says “my cup runneth over” 

(to use the King James language). 

 

We live in a society that has trained us so diligently to 

look at the things we don’t have—that’s the advertising 

industry’s bread and butter. And as a result of all that we 

don’t have, and all that others do have, the temptation 

we face is to become jaded, cynical, and jealous. This 

happens just as much to Christian folks as anyone else. 

 

Which is why regular gratitude check-ups are important.  

 

The psalmist, David, when he wrote this, was staring 

hundreds of feet down a rugged canyon to a little path 

that wove its way through the desolate landscape. There 

was very little water, scarce shade, and vulnerability on 

every side. This is the Valley of the Shadow of Death. It’s 

easy to look out over the landscapes of our lives and be 

transfixed on these places we face.  

 

But David, calling to memory moments of God’s 

faithfulness—perhaps like the time he faced down the 

giant and emerged victorious—was shaken from his 

malaise and remembered the blessings. He remembered 

the cup which before him overflows. 
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Birthdays:   

  1st – Linda Gabel 

  1st – Dessie Sturgeon 

  1st – Ware Wimberly 

  9th – Jason Turner 

14th – Patty Fulwider 

14th – Sue Rose 

17th – Ray Chowning 

19th – Amy Cornell 

22nd – Tracy Turner 

25th  – Shari Kaltenmark 

30th – Pete Jones 

 

Anniversaries: 

30th – Tom & Janet Haupert 

 

People I want to connect with 

this month (i.e., card/call, 

coffee/lunch, prayer, Bible study): 

   

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

  

This November, we are going to spend the entire month looking at 

this beloved text, reflecting on its promises, and allowing it to call to 

memory God’s faithfulness and provision for us.  

 

On Sunday, November 19th, in an act of responding to God’s 

abundance in our lives, we will dedicate our tithes back to God. 

Offering our prayers to him for another year of faithful and fruitful 

ministry, in which the cup, which overflows with Christ’s goodness will 

run down and out to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Series 

Chances are, one of the first Bible Passages many of us heard or 

committed to memory is the 23rd Psalm. One of the most beloved 

images of hope, provision, and security, Psalm 23 may have deep 

meaningful connections in our lives. This November, as we begin to 

make plans for 2018, we are going to look closely together at this 

meaningful passage and hear stories of hope and gratitude. Because 

it’s from gratitude that generosity springs. We are all people for whom 

God’s mercy and love runneth over. 

 

Your 2018 Pledge & Celebration Luncheon 

In just a few days, you will receive a letter in the mail with a pledge 

card. We invite you to keep this near, stick it in your Bible or post it on 

your refrigerator, and let it be a reminder as you pray to remember 

God’s abundance in your life. Then we ask you to consider your pledge 

for the coming year. 

 

On November 19th, we will bring our pledges forward during worship 

in an act of dedication, and pray for God’s blessing and our 

faithfulness in the coming year. After worship, we will have a 

Celebration Luncheon together in Fellowship Hall.   

Runneth Over (con’t from pg. 1)  

Jonathan Cornell 
Pastor 
Email: jonathan@wabashpresbyterian.com   
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Saturday, December 9th, 9am 

 

Our first Christmas Jubilee was in 1987. Few predicted then that we would still be 

helping needy families at Christmas 30 years later.  

 

The Christmas Jubilee is a unique Christmas benevolent project. While many holiday 

toy give-a-ways simply deliver gifts to the recipient’s doorsteps, we attempt to 

empower our guest parents by allowing them to select and wrap gifts for their 

children. In addition, we supply each family with gift food vouchers for the holiday 

meals, 

 

It is time to start our preparations in earnest for this year’s Jubilee. Those who have 

taken part in this project in the past know that it is a large undertaking, and its 

success depends upon the participation of many church members. Your mission 

committee is seeking your help once again. The type of assistance that is needed is 

listed below.  Please notify Jim Kaltenmark with how you are willing to help. 

 

Ways You Can Help: 

 

 Pray that our Christmas Jubilee is successful, and that our thoughts and 

actions demonstrate Christ’s love to those we serve. 

 Donate money to be used to purchase toys and food SCRIP for the Christmas 

Jubilee. 

 Provide transportation for guest families. 

 Prepare and serve breakfast to our guests. 

 Provide child care for our guest children in the Christian Education Building. 

 Serve as a host for one of our guest families. 

 Clerk at our “toy store” and help our guest parents make gift selections. 

 Help our guests wrap gifts. 

 

Access Holiday Meal 
 

The Access Holiday Meal has been scheduled for Saturday, December 9th. Be on 

the lookout for more information! 

 

The Loose Offering on November 12th will be given to the Access Youth Center. 

 

 

Loving people  

with the heart of Christ  

in the heart of Wabash 

 

Christmas Jubilee
 

 

Feed Our 

Community  
You are always 

encouraged to bring  

canned/dry goods for 

the F.I.S.H. food pantry  

and drop them off in any 

of the boxes throughout 

the church. This month, 

we are collecting Tomato 

Paste & Sauce, and Pasta 

 

 

For more information about these events, 

contact Jim Kaltenmark at 

jskalt65@gmail.com. 

 
Notes: 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

___________________________ 

 
 

 

WPC MISSION 

PARTNERS 
 

 Peabody Retirement 

Community 

 Kemmerer Village 

 Meals on Wheels 

 City of Refuge (Ghana) 

 Thammavongsa Family 

Mission 

 Wabash Ministerial 

Association’s Assistance 

Program 

 Wabash County Habitat for 

Humanity 

 White’s Residential & 

Family Services 

 Winchester Community 

Center 

 85 Hope 

 Arc of Wabash County 

 The Access 

 Campus Life 

 F.I.S.H. 

 Character Building of 

Wabash County 
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November Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

Choir Practice 

(5:30pm) 

 

Community Meal 

(6pm) 

 

2 3 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

5 

Luther Class & 

Choir Practice (9am)  

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

 

Loose Offering: Gas 

Vouchers 

6 

Monday Bible 

Study (1pm) 

 

7 

 

8 

Choir Practice 

(5:30pm) 

 

 

9 

Buildings & 

Grounds Team 

(10am) 

 

Missions Team 

(6:30pm) 

 

Worship Team 

(7pm) 

10 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

 

 

11 

 

12 

Luther Class & 

Choir Practice (9am)  

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

 

Loose Offering: Access 

13 

Monday Bible 

Study (1pm) 

 

Helping 

Hands 

Ministry 

 

 

14 

ROMEO Men’s 

Lunch 

(12:30pm @ 

Michael’s Diner) 

 

 

 

15 

Choir Practice 

(5:30pm) 

 

16 

Session (7pm) 

 

17 

Friday Book 

Study (11am) 

 

18 

 

19 

Luther Class & 

Choir Practice (9am)  

 

Worship (10am) & 

Celebration 

Luncheon (11:15am) 

 

*Stewardship Sunday 

20 

Monday Bible 

Study (1pm) 

  

 

21 

 

22 

Choir Practice 

(5:30pm) 

23 

THANKSGIVING 

Office Closed 

24 

Office Closed 

 

25 

26 

Luther Class & 

Choir Practice (9am)  

 

Worship (10am) & 

Fellowship Hour 

(11am) 

 

 

27 

Monday Bible 

Study (1pm) 

 

28 

JULIET 

Women’s 

Breakfast (8am 

@ Fried Egg) 

 

 

29 

Choir Practice 

(5:30pm) 

 

30  

  

 

 

  

  

 

Sunday Wednesday Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
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October Session Minutes 

 Looking at re-locating both men’s and women’s 

bathrooms, and what is required to do so. 

 May not need to replace boiler system. 

 Working on 2018 Budget. 

 

Loose Offering | WPC’s Gas Voucher Program 

The loose cash that is collected on November 5th will 

help provide gas vouchers to those in our community 

who come to the church for aid (i.e., getting to 

doctor’s appointments, job interviews, etc.).  

 

Business Notes 

Financial Report 

               Sept.    Total 2017 

Income:            $25,222       $194.742 

Expenses:           23,071           196,288 

Balance:               2,150             $1546 

 

*We used $10,000 from the Endowment Account to cover 

our expenses in September. 

Give online. Use our secure site to set up recurring 

gifts (like pledges) or for one-time gifts (like paying for 

a Bible study book or supporting our Mission Partners). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuba Trip Application Due Date 

If you are interested in going on the Cuba trip in 

February, please turn in your application to Pastor 

Jonathan by November 12th. 

 

Downtown Night to Remember 

On Friday, November 17th, WPC will once again open 

our doors to the community as a part of the annual 

kickoff to the Christmas Season. We will have sanctuary 

tours, gifts, a kid’s craft, and live music. If you would like 

to help provide hospitality for part or all of that time, 

please contact Pastor Jonathan. 

 

Winter Coat Giveaway 

The yearly winter coat giveaway for kids is underway at 

Helping Hands of Wabash County at 20 East Canal 

Street in downtown Wabash. If you know of a 

disadvantaged family in need of winter coats for their 

kids, please send them to Helping Hands to fill out an 

application for this program. In addition to new coats, 

each child will be given new underwear and socks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perspectives Class 

The city of Wabash has the privilege of being a location 

for a series of classes offered by Perspectives, a disciple 

course designed to mobilize the church to God's 

mission. Perspectives helps believers see God's work in 

the world and God's call on their lives. Their leadership 

and discipleship tools have helped members discover 

how they can effectively become part of the global 

Christian movement. A series of 15 classes will be 

offered starting January 7, 2018. For more information 

about time and location, visit perspectives.org and 

watch for brochures and additional articles in the 

church bulletin.  

 

Community Meal 

Our next meal is Wednesday, November 1st at 6pm. 

We’ll have some “Minute to Win It” type games there 

for any who are adventurous enough to try! We 

encourage you to use the time during the other weeks 

of the month to get to know others in the church 

through meals, coffee, and outings. If you’re interested 

in serving on a team to prepare the meal for one month 

this year, please see Denise Leep. If you’re interested in 

helping lead games, please contact Kari Bartkus. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.wabashprebyterian.com/donate


 

Page 6 

 
 

 

  
Advent Cantata | The Longest Night:  

A Winter Service of Hope and Healing 

Mark your calendars… on Sunday, December 17th, our Sanctuary Choir 

will lead worship in a special time of worship and hope at a time of year 

that can be difficult for folks.   

 

Other Christmas Services: 

 Family Christmas Service 

Sunday, December 24th, 10am (no childcare that day) 

 Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday, December 24th, 11pm 

 

2018 Nursery Schedule 

Nursery volunteers, please let Kari know as soon as possible if there are 

any dates you cannot serve in the nursery in 2018. She is working to get 

a schedule out in early November. Thanks! 

 

Staff Contact Information 

 Jonathan Cornell, Pastor 

jonathan@wabashpresbyterian.com 

 Jessica Broyles, Office Manager 

office@wabashpresbyterian.com 

 Kari Bartkus, Director of Children’s & Family Ministries 

kari@wabashpresbyterian.com  

 

 

 

      

 

Psalm 23:5 ERV 

My cup is full and spilling 

over…  

 

Reflection: 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

 

 

Prayer List 

 
Jane Barlow 

Ari Halderman 

Brenton Yarger 

Christine Murphy 

Mike Philip 

Stan Williams 

Carl Willmert 

Hope Unger 

Carolyn Biltz 

Judy Waggoner 

Kay Caudill 

Tina Easterday 

Jennifer Maxwell 

Teresa Bowman 

Judy Lovellette 

Danika Landis 

Mary Kramer 

Bridget Kaltenmark 

Kathy Tackett 

Belinda Snyder 

Bev Chain 

Butch Randol 

Susan Wise 

Katie Baer 

John Schultheiss 

John Hughes 

Myron 

Joe & Eileen Strickland 

Jim Greiner 

Cindy 

Susan Keffeber 

Mary P. 

Heather Houlihan 

Kevin Gerhart 

Jack Francis 

Mary Jane Garrison 

Bill Skeans 

Lois Smith 

Nancy Chowning 

Lois Dickinson 

Mildred Paullus 

Elmer Myers 

Faith Rider 

Mary Leland 

Dessie Sturgeon 

Connie Squires 

Helen Shanks 

Martha Helm 

 

 

Announcements (con’t) 

Have a prayer request?  

If you have a prayer request, 

please email Jessica at 

office@wabashpresbyterian.com. 

Please respect the privacy of 

others and share their concerns 

only with their permission. You can 

also email Jessica if you’d like to 

receive the weekly prayer list via 

email. 
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Pray about it: 

 Take a moment to let go of everything 

running through your mind and simply 

focus on Christ.  

 

 Think about a recent time when you felt 

overwhelmed. What was going on in your 

life during that time? How did you respond? 

  

 Read Hebrews 12:1-3. Paul encourages us 

to “run with endurance.” What is the key to 

such perseverance? What (or who) are we to 

focus on?  

 

 Just like an athlete disciplines himself 

physically or an artist practices her craft, we 

can put certain practices in place to help us 

stay focused when we grow weary. Identify 

a few of those practices and prayerfully 

consider which one you should begin to 

incorporate into your life this week. Sample 

practices include: 

o Bible Reading 

o Bible Study – alone and with others 

o Praying 

o Solitude & Silence 

o Community/Small Group 

o Confession 

o Gratitude 

o Serving Others 

o Generosity 

 

It was laughing at me. The pile of unfinished work 

mocked my inability to get it all done. It wasn’t long 

before I just wanted to give up. I was too tired, too 

frustrated.  

 

Feeling defeated, I shoved the work away from me 

and turned my attention to something less 

demanding. And then the strangest phrase popped 

into my mind: “Just keep swimming.” Dory speaks 

these words of advice to her fish friend Marlin in the 

movie, Finding Nemo. Marlin is discouraged. He is 

quickly losing hope that he will ever see his son 

Nemo again. So Dory encourages him to “just keep 

swimming.”  

 

Similarly, as I strive to live like Christ, I often become 

frustrated at the lack of progress I see. I am called to 

serve others, to be honest, to give generously of my 

time and energy, to love, to be hospitable, to offer 

encouragement. Yet numerous times throughout 

the day, I have to stop and admit how often I’ve 

fallen short. It’s tiring. I seem to keep covering the 

same ground. But instead of giving up, I try to 

remind myself, “Just keep walking.”  

 

I encourage you to do the same: Just keep walking. 

Even when you’re tired. Even when you don’t seem 

to be making any progress. Even when it hurts. Just 

keep walking… and know that you’re not walking 

alone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIG DEEPER 

 

 

By Kari Bartkus 

 

Hebrews 12:1 
 

We have all these great people around us 

as examples. Their lives tell us what  

faith means. So we, too, should run the 

race that is before us and never quit. 

 
 

Kari Bartkus 
Director of Children’s & Family Ministries 
Email: kari@wabashpresbyterian.com   
 

 
 

mailto:kari@wabashpresbyterian.com


 
               

Wabash Presbyterian Church 
123 West Hill Street 

Wabash, IN 46992 

Phone: 
260-563-8881 

Office Hours: 
Mondays-Fridays  

8:30am-12:30pm 

Email: 

office@wabashpresbyterian.com 

Website: 

www.wabashpresbyterian.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 

wabashpresbyterian 

 

Loving people with the 
heart of Christ in the 

heart of Wabash 
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Sign up today! See page 2 for details. 

 

Sermon Series: Runneth Over 

 

Pledge Dedication:  

Sunday, November 19th, 10am 

(during service) 

 

Celebration Luncheon:  

Sunday, November 19th, 11:15am 

(following service) 

 

See more information on pages 1 and 2. 

 


