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Well this morning we are beginning a new series of sermons that will take us through the month of 
November.  Traditionally November is the month many churches use to talk about Stewardship, in 
fact I believe it’s actually the 13th Commandment Thou Shalt addresseth next year’s budget and the 
topic of giving in the eleventh month.   
 
Though November is the typical season to discuss finances in the Church, it is always a good time to 
talk about things like generosity, abundance, and money.  After all, Jesus was not shy about 
addressing it at any time.  There is no greater indicator of the strength of your faith, than how you 
approach finances.   
 
As a society, seems it’s almost natural for us to look at the topic through the lens of scarcity.  I need 
it, but there’s only so much of it to go around, so I’d better be very careful with how I manage it.  
Every dollar has a name.  Anyone use that phrase at home with budgets.  It’s a true statement, but 
it’s not the name we tend to think of.  Every dollar has a name, it’s the name of the one who has 
given it to us.  In this short series, we will look at how we walk this well-worn path of our life with 
finances.  And to do so I want to place before us a part of scripture that is just as well worn.  One 
that can orient our thinking in relationship to our finances. The God we worship IS the good 
shepherd who not only leads his sheep, but provides for their every need as well, and leads us to the 
place of peace and contented rest in knowing that the Shepherd is near.   
 
Psalm 23 is perhaps the most well-known Scripture to you, or it may be completely new.  Whatever 
the case we are going to make it our goal this month that every one of you will be able to recite the 
23rd Psalm from memory by the end.   
 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures, he 
leads me beside still waters, he restores my soul.  He leads me in paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake.  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me.  Your rod and your staff protects me.  You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies.  You anoint my head with oil, my cup overflows.  
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. 
 
The first thing you notice from Psalm 23 is that we have a Shepherd.  My life is not a self-guided 
tour; there is someone who will give me the guidance I need. “He guides,” Yahweh guides. You 
might think that the King of the Universe would have something bigger and better to do with His 
time, but Yahweh has committed himself to being a Shepherd to His people, you and me.  
 
And this is good news because what is immediately obvious to me is that the path of my life is, as 
one writer puts it, as windy and as coiled as a hog’s bowel.  It’s not the most elegant image I know, 
but I bet it wouldn’t take much effort at all to realize that this is exactly how our lives and our stories 
have looked in recent years.  I know ours has.  The truth is that every one of our lives could take a 
turn at any moment, which might lead us to think: “I just need to take care of me and my own.” 
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But Psalm 23 is that quintessential reminder that we do not dictate the paths of our lives. Better yet, 
we do not have to figure out where to go next.  We have a shepherd who leads us in the paths of 
righteousness.  Paths of righteousness?  What does that mean?  Some of the paths I’ve walked, some 
of the path’s that you’ve walked would not be considered “paths of righteousness” right?  Did God 
lead me there? 
 
This word “righteousness” is an interesting one.  Of course, it can mean moral uprightness. God 
leads me to do his moral will, so that I become a righteous person by what I do, how I treat others, 
how I live in God’s world, etc. Or we could read as though it were from Paul’s writings. God leads 
me to find righteousness in Jesus Christ, the righteousness that comes through faith in him. Then 
this text means that God guides me in the paths of obedience and faith. But that doesn’t seem to be 
what THIS context is talking about, with its picture of green pastures, quiet waters, and the valley of 
the shadow of death. Besides I’m not always obedient, nor is my faith always so strong. David, the 
writer of this passage, had a terrible crisis of immorality and unfaithfulness with Bathsheba. Did 
God not lead then in paths of righteousness? 
 
This word “righteous” can mean prosperity and security.  That if you just trust God, all those rocky 
places you are or will walk will be made smooth before you and your bank account will always 
replete with finances.  God always leads me into places that are just fine, just RIGHT. But who of us 
has a life like that? Who of us has been spared rugged and uneven paths? Does that mean that God 
has not led us then and there? 
 
As we’ll see, next week, even David was not spared from the darkness of the valley.  He walked in 
that valley, his enemies pursued him there.  How can the path of righteousness lead through the 
valley of the shadow of death? 
 
To get a full understanding of this passage, I think we get a clue in story of Exodus 13.  Israel is just 
beginning its wilderness journey. They have been miraculously delivered from bondage to evil in 
Egypt and they are on the way to the Promised Land of milk and honey. It wasn’t really very far 
from here to there as the crow flies. But God lead them by a path that was a coiled as a hog’s bowel. 
He guided them step by difficult step with his light and his truth, that pillar of cloud by day and the 
pillar of fire by night. By a long and circuitous route, God lead them to where he wanted them to go. 
He guided them in paths of righteousness, that is, in the right path for them at that time in their 
lives. 
 
When God first led Israel to the Promised Land by the roundabout way, it was not because they had 
done something wrong, but because they were not yet ready to conquer that land. They weren’t 
ready to be soldiers yet. They had the weapons, so they thought they were ready. But God knew they 
weren’t. They were nothing but slave laborers, who had never been in charge of anything. They 
needed to learn organization and discipline and trust and obedience. Otherwise, God knew, they 
would march up into Canaan and get thrashed by their opponent. 
 
God led them on a path that was right, if not straight; that would get them safely, if not easily to 
their destiny; that would be terribly hard, but would prepare them to possess and enjoy all that God 
had waiting for them in the Land of Promise. Their Shepherd King guided them in paths of 
righteousness, though it didn’t seem right to them, even as it so often doesn’t seem right to us. The 
Lord is your Shepherd and he has his reasons, even when the right path seems all wrong. 
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Finally, these first three verses conclude by David saying that God leads us in these paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake.  He does all this stuff for us for his own sake, for his own glory 
and honor and reputation. That shouldn’t surprise us. After all, the entire universe exists simply to 
glorify God.  Your blessing, your security, your struggle, your hardship is all an act of displaying 
God’s glory.  This seems a bit odd, especially the last part there about struggle and hardship.  But let 
me explain.   
 
When it says “for his name’s sake” that means God has a personal stake in your flourishing and your 
faithfulness.  There’s a great story from the book of Numbers. In chapter 13, 10 spies have scouted 
out the Promised Land and come back with a cowardly report.  The people are too big, the cities are 
too heavily fortified, it’s a lost cause.  The people have deserted their calling and are ready to pack 
up and return to slavery.  And God is furious with their faithlessness, and ready to wipe them off the 
map. 
 
But then Moses intercedes for them to God, he says: Then the Egyptians will hear of it, for you 
brought up this people in your might from among them, and they will tell the inhabitants of this 
land.  If you put these people to death all at one time, the nations who have heard this report about 
you will say, ‘The Lord was not able to bring these people into the land he promised them on oath, 
so he slaughtered them in the desert.’” And God relented, because of his honor. 

 
This story is another way of saying that God can no sooner lead us the wrong way than he can stop 
being God. When God invites us into a life of radical trust and radical generosity, you can trust that 
with God it is never a zero-sum game.   
 
Scripture lays out the concept of a tithe (literally 10%) that God’s people were to bring to the temple 
treasury, it also calls the people to take it from the first fruits, not what’s left over after all the other 
obligations have been met.  It says this for a variety of reasons I’m sure, but maybe most poignant 
among them is so that we have a firm, but not crippling reminder that our life is not a self-guided 
tour.  Try as we might to take the Way of the Philistines, life typically looks more like the windy 
route through the Wilderness of Sin.  But as we give back our first fruits to God, we are reminding 
ourselves that our God has a personal stake in guiding his people.  And we’re saying back to God, 
be who you will be, the Shepherd who guides.  His glory, his honor, his reputation, his good and 
holy name are all tied up with our welfare. God has a very personal stake in guiding his people on 
the right path to the Promised Blessing.  
 
And if that seems a bit self-centered yet, consider that he was willing to stake the life of his only 
begotten Son on it. 


